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A Mother's Request
(Matt. 20:17-28)

The text Matthew 16 and 17 mentioned the third suffering of
Jesus Christ. While Jesus received suffering, He might have wanted to
confirm His disciple’s conviction about the gospel. But the disciples,
without regard for anything, only thought of their own situation.

Even though Jesus talked about the sufferings of which He would
die on the cross, His disciples did not hear a word of Jesus. This is
the reason why their mind was completely captivated by what they
wanted. Although Jesus argued with the Pharisees leaders and Jewish,
His disciples clearly accepted that the new world of Jesus Christ would
come as fact. Therefore, they sharply checked and studied that if a
official of new government took office, he would take on an important
post.

“Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other
at your left in your kingdom” (v. 21).

Meanwhile, a woman, mother of James and John, knelt down and begged
for the position of her two sons. At that time, the
family of James and John had a financial power,
was socially a privileged class, and, above all, she
was a sister of Jesus mother. By considering it
worldly, it is no wonder that her request was right.
However, Jesus sternly said, “You don't know
what you are asking” (v. 22). When we cannot
distinguish God’s will from the worldly things,
because of our stupidity about the Bible, our
prayer and desire can be unreliable like that.

Our faith for Jesus in which we believe is
completely different from the worldly principle
rule and method, and the worldly pursuits. The
worldly people all struggle to obtain a successful
life. They rise to a very high position and want
to hold power. Thereby, other people bow down
to me. But those who believe in Jesus should be
different from the worldly people and come down
to a position lower and lower, and come to the
serving position that is more modest. That is the
reason why Jesus did not come to be served, but
give his life on the cross in order to get lower.

There is a share of faith for us. We were loyal
to God and made a commitment. We calmly come
to God and pray in modest. Nevertheless, we
should not ignore that our desire is dangerous by
the criteria of this earth. The reformer of religion,
Luther’ theology is “Let God be the God.” That is correct. Our faith begins when
we let our life be with God.

My beloved Christians,

Who is God for you? Who is Jesus Christ whose hands and toes were nailed
and died on the cross for atonement?

By looking the disciples, and James and John, and their mother, what we
should meditate on? What is the cup in which we drink with Jesus?

You should become lower and serve with Jesus who came to the world to
serve. As a “Good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;
I will put you in charge of many things”. I sincerely pray that all of you will be
God's people receiving a compliment in the name of Jesus Christ.
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