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God's Goodness and Our Dissatisfaction
(Matt.20:1-16)

The text refers to the parable of the workers in the vineyard. As
we know well, this parable explains that the first ones hired were paid
the same wages like the last ones hired.

1. The rule of salvation

What Jesus said in this parable is about salvation. The vineyard in
the text refers to heaven, the owner of the vineyard refers to God, and
worker refers to human beings. And the fact that workers were called
and sent to the vineyard to work is the action of God's salvation. A
landowner went up and down the market, early in the morning, at
noon, and even late in the afternoon, and continued to call and send
those who were loitering in the market to work in his vineyard

“Jesus said to them, ‘my father is always at his work to this very
day 1, too, am, working” (John 5:17).

It is God who sits on the throne of glory but does not only look on the world.”
God even now works very hard for us to save a
spirit, at any rate, like the landowner who goes
back and forth to the market all day long, calls,
and sends workers to his vineyard to work.

2. The rule of mercy

The fact that workers who came early and
late received the same wage of a denarius is God’s
mercy. Israel was the workers who were called at
dawn. On the other hand, our countrymen were
sent to the vineyard just before the sun set at
dust. However, we received a denarius, in other
words, the grace of complete salvation, just like
the Israelites.

When Jesus died on the cross, He only asked
for salvation but did not ask the time when a thief
began to believe God and how much good work
he did. We are allowed to have the same salvation
just like Abraham. It is the rule of mercy that God
gives us.

3. The fairness rule of unhandsome
human beings

Even though the workers came late, they
received the same wage of a denarius, just like
those who came earlier than them. They were
happy with the owner of the vineyard. However,
those who came earlier actually complained too
much. This is just like the parable of the prodigal
son in Luke 18. The son saw his father greeting his brother, the lost son lovely
and he resented his father very much. At that time his father told him, “My son,
you are always with me, and everything [ have is yours™ (Luke 15:31).

By living our life of faith, we never forget to have a possibility of falling into
fallacy. If we apply the work of God's salvation to the fairness rule of narrow-
minded and unhandsome human beings, the word of Jesus comes to us as “So the
last will be first, the first will be last” (v.16).

My beloved Christians,

We never live our life according to the fairness rule of human beings;
however, we live our life according to the rule of God’s salvation and the rule of
mercy.

Therefore, the first must strongly keep his position, even the last gives glory
to God as much as the first. By enjoying God's glory given by God as much as you
like, I sincerely pray that all of you will live your live in the name of Jesus Christ.
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