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What do I still Lack?
(Matt.19:16-30)

“Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” (v. 16)

A young man came to Jesus and asked. Really it must have been a
precious figure that a young man became interested in eternal life. By
ignoring the holy value, the fact that young man graduated from good
college, earned much money, met a good marriage partner, happily ate,
and lived with purpose. However, the young man in the text was very
conscious and right, and he was a serious man who knew the deep
taste of life.

Jesus replied to him, “if you want to enter life, obey the
commandments” (v. 17). But the young man answered back, ‘I kept
all these, what do I still lack?” (v. 20) By reading the Gospel of Luke
chapter 18, we found out that he was not only a member of the
Sanhedrin but also a rich man. It is clear that he was a very spiritual
man and knew the depth of life.

However, Jesus said to the young man what he never expected at all. “If you
want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me”
(v. 21). If he accepted Jesus word, the young man
might have been an Apostle. But he left Jesus
right away after hearing Jesus’ word. Why did he
leave Jesus? because he had great wealth (v. 2). He
just came to Jesus in order to get praised and to
receive much recognition.

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will
hate the one and love the other, he will be devoted
to the one and he despise the other. You cannot
serve both God and money” (Matt 6:24).

There is money at the end of many matters in
our life. Money is a very practical and an important
matter for us. Money itself is not bad. Money is
not good, but it is not bad. The mind of those who
love only money can be a root of million evil.

If we are not able to overcome the temptation
of materials, money will be our idol. Accordingly,
we cannot help generating into the plaintive and
disgraceful life of which we are governed by
money.

The young man in the text was good and fine.
Moreover, he was even humble (Mark 10:17).
However, the fact that he completely swallowed up
his humility, moral enthusiasm, and spiritual desire
was because of his wealth.

My beloved Christians,

“And everyone who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or wife, or children for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will
inherit eternal life” (v.29).

The creator, Almighty God who created all things by word in the universe
does not lack anything. God does not ask us for any materials. It means that we do
not commit the foolishness of which we cannot see the glory of God. If we cannot
overcome the temptation of material things, far from having faith, we cannot help
living our life as the worshiper of idol by being buried in the worldly value.

Like Zacchaeus, Abraham, David, Joseph of Arimathea, Priscilla and Aquila, by
leaving the temptation of materials, sharing grace and blessing that are given by
God with neighbors. I sincerely pray that all of us will be the people of faith who
are preciously used by God in the name of Jesus Christ.
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