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The Shameful Appearance of a Disciple
(Matt.18:21-35)

The text begins with a question from the disciple Peter.

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many
times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up
to seven times?”(v. 21). For that, Jesus said, “not seven times,
but seventy-seven times, Jesus’ word means that we should
forgive people to the end.

The fallen nature of human refuses forgiveness. Forgiveness
occurs after suffering. However, If we forgive them by relying
on Jesus' word, that forgiveness will be a wonderful ahility to
change the others mind.

1. The reason why we should forgive people

The reason why we, as God’s children, live our life of forgiveness is
that our debt, ten thousand talents were cancelled by God (Chapter 18).
No matter how hard we try to pay it back
through our life, the debt of ten thousand
talents cannot be cancelled. God's forgiveness
never comes cheap. God sent Jesus and made
Jesus die on the cross in order to forgive us.

If we who were forgiven by God's endless
grace and righteousness live our life without
forgiving others, we are never forgiven before
Him.

2. Benefits gained by forgiveness

Forgiveness brings the recovery of
pleasure to us. If we forgive the others, when
we were hurt by them, we will enjoy more
benefits.

The reason why we should live our life of
forgiveness is for a healthy community. The
church community in which those who did
not forgive live together cannot help losing
their energy. Because they are not energetic,
they are not able to fulfill the works that was
given by Jesus.

Therefore, we, first of all, should forgive
the others for ourselves.

My beloved Christians,

The core of the text means that Christians’ forgiveness is based on
our relationship with God.

“We are the people who were cancelled the debt of ten thousand
talents by God, and we owed God a hundred denarii” (Matt Chapter 18).

If Jesus asks us, “If a man who was cancelled his debt of ten thousand
tents does not forgive his friend who owes him a hundred denarii, what
do you think about it?”, what answer can you give Him? This is really
the most shameful figure to Christians who were saved by Jesus precious
blood. By meditating on the cross of Jesus, and forgiving those who made
mistakes, the joy of the kingdom of heaven will recover. By making the
community of church healthy, I sincerely pray that all of us will enjoy the
conviction of forgiving sins and salvation before God in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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