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The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven
(Matt.18:1-14)

In the text, the argument about “Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” begins among the disciples. Especially, this
argument became fiercer at the end of Jesus public life. Jesus called a
little child before them and gave answers of truth about the questions,
“Who is the greatest?” and “who is the more distinguished?”

1. The greatest in the kingdom of heaven is the man who
confesses like a child.

It is really an amazing teaching that we are not able to enter the
kingdom of heaven without being like a child. At the time of Jesus,
there were no human rights for children and women. Nonetheless, to
be like a child is that the child’s nature, in other words, his modest and
simplicity is unconditionally to trust in their parents. Subsequently,
Jesus, in the verse 3, emphasizes once more ‘unless you change and become like
little children’. Here, ‘unless you change’ means to ‘to turn around positively’. It is
sometimes used to mean ‘to repent thoroughly’.

Children who confess well exist. If they
realize that their parents’ judgment is more right
than theirs, because they know if they leave their
parents they could not live. They change their
mind according to their parents’ word. Therefore,
Jesus says that we should change our mind, like
little children, and thoroughly live our confessional
life.

2. Whoever humbles himself like a child
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven

One who humbles himself, in other word,
humility is one of the children’s characteristics.
Hence, Jesus emphasizes the humility like children.
Humble, does not refer to the virtue of humility of
which was made by the experience of a long life
and the discipline of personality. It recognizes that
he is simply in the small and weak existence. Jesus
teaches that the kingdom of heaven is not the
place where those who think they are the greatest
enter but that is open to those who think they
are not qualified, and only such humble people
become the greatest.

3. Those who welcome the weak are
the greatest

While Jesus, from verse 1 to verse 5, uses the word ‘paidion’ which means
children, all of a sudden, from the verse 6, he changes it into a new word, the
small, in other words, ‘micron’. This means that just as not only children but also
all of the social weak welcome Jesus, so we must welcome him.

“See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven” (v. 10).

My beloved Christians,

Is there the weak among us? Is there anyone who sheds secret tears? I hope
you will serve them with your mind just like you serve Jesus. By welcoming them
just like we serve Jesus, I sincerely pray that all of you will be a God’s people
enjoying praise in the name of Jesus Christ.
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