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The Temple Tax gained from the mouth of fish
(Matt.17:24—-27)

In the God's word, there are not only the word of blessing, desire,
and joy but also the word of blame and punishment. But most people
have a bad habit to take their choice from God's word.

Such people cannot possess a healthy faith.

The text begins like this.

“After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors
of the drachma tax came to Peter and asked, ‘Doesn't your teacher pay
the temple tax?” (v. 24)

=

Capernaum was the place where Jesus preached and called
his disciples. So, most of disciples including Peter were born in
Capernaum. When Jesus arrived there, the collectors of the two-
drachma tax waited. The temple tax of two-drachma was not a small amount of
money. “What do you think, Simon?” Jesus asked, “From whom do the kings of
the earth collect duty and taxes-from their own
sons or from others?’

(v. 25)

Jesus wanted to solve the tax problems with
Peter. When we shed tears and sigh with a hard
problem, Jesus never ignores us. All the more, he
sighs rather than us, and understands our pain.

Though it is not right for Jesus as a son of God
to pay the two-drachma tax, he said to disciples
to pay it, so that they might not offend collectors.
And then, Jesus and Peter concluded to pay the
temple taxes. If so, the problem was where they
could get the money to pay it. But Jesus raised
money with a very special way. Jesus said that
Peter would fish and open the mouth of the first
fish he caught, there take the two-drachma coin,
and pay our taxes with it.

Here, we can learn a few and very important
and spiritual lessons. First, because Jesus is
omnipotent, he is able to do anything. But he let
Peter receive the money. Second, it is God who
always cooperates with us to accomplish his work.
Even now, God wants to work with us. When we
obey God’s word with our faith, the wonderful
miraculous work will be achieved in our life. Third,
God gives us finances for our needs. The money in
the mouth of fish was just the two-drachma. Peter was given enough to pay the
tax. The money was given by God.

My beloved Christians,

When we live our life with a confession of faith, God will wonderfully use us
as his will desires.

It is God who is omnipotent and creator. It is his eternal love who loves us to
the death. Our God has an absolute sovereignty to spread out his will in the midst
of the world.

By looking such a wonderful God, giving thanks to him in every moment,
and experiencing the grace of which he fills our necessity whenever we need. |
sincerely pray that you will be a God’s people of faith and thank in the name of
Jesus Christ.
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