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The Life of which One Denies Oneself
(Matt.16:21-28)

Israelites who had lived their colonial life as prisoners for one
thousand years and wandered from place to place expected that
if Messiah came, Israel would be independent of politics and get
liberation and freedom. But because Jesus became a lamb of God and
undertook the sins for mankind, He came to the earth to make human
beings liberate and save.

Jesus clearly said to his disciples what he would do as a lamb of
God. Jesus said that he would suffer many times from the religious
leaders, and would be killed but on the third day he would be raised
to life (v. 21).

“Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord’! he
said. “This shall never happen to you!” (v. 22)

For such a long time because they waited, upon hearing for his
death, Peter roughly rebuked Jesus. But Jesus positively said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan!” That is the reason why Peter did not think God’s work but man’s
work.

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me” (v. 24).

That is very important lesson for the disciples.
All of the disciples who follow Jesus first of all
must deny themselves. And then, they must take
up their cross and follow Jesus. Some think that
their knowledge is alive, they deny Jesus words.
The other thinks that what they want is so clear
that they live their life without looking at Jesus
work.

Everyone has his own cross. If we make a
living as Jesus disciple, we are persecuted in home,
at work, and in society. However, owing to your
faith, if you are persecuted in order to live your
life as Jesus disciple, it should be neither strange
nor depressing. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who
are persecuted because of righteousness. Rejoice
and be glad.” This means the prize we will receive
from the kingdom of heaven is huge.

To take up the cross is far heavier work than
to help other people receive benefits. The fact
that I do not give up my heavy work helps benefit
the church. In that I can afford heavy work, I can
advance the Gospel.

We love Jesus like Peter. We live our lives by
giving up many things for Jesus like Peter. We also
have a mind to sacrifice our life for Jesus like Peter. Nevertheless, our love and
enthusiasm can often be an obstruction from loving Jesus.

=

My beloved Christians,

The Apostle Paul says that the present sufferings cannot compare with
the glory for us in the future. Those who avoid the cross are not Christians. By
hearing Jesus’ voice, “He must deny himself and take up his cross and sincerely
follow Jesus. Rejoice and be glad! Prize from the kingdom of heaven is huge’. I
sincerely pray that all of you will be God’s sincere people in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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