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A Wicked Generation looking for a Sign
(Matt. 16:1-4)

Even though the result in everything is important, the motivation for
starting a thing is much more important. In the text, there was a group of
people who came to Jesus with a bad motive.

“The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him
to show them a sign from haven” (v. 1).

The Pharisees and Sadducees usually didn't get along well, but they
became one to test Jesus.

1. The Sadducees

One of the very important groups is the Sadducees in order to separate
Jewish people from themselves. In a word, the Sadducees’ group is an
aristocratic class. That's why they are secularists that make interpretation of
God's meaning within limits in which it does not give a bad influence on their aristocratic
life,

By thoroughly accepting the Greek culture and
flattering the Roman government, they were such kinds
of people who physically enjoyed only a good thing and
lived their lives. Although they externally acted like a
spiritual man, behind it they were thoroughly secularists.
They do not believe a resurrection. They say that there
are neither angels nor spirits in human beings. They are
really realist and materialist.

2. The Pharisees

If the Sadducees spiritually are people like dried
leaves, the Pharisees are like people that are seized
with obesity of spirit, because they spiritually ate too
much food. Especially, the Pharisees made hundreds
of regulations to observe God's word because they are
enthusiastic about religion. At first they started with
a good motivation but, as a result, because they made
many regulations that could be their trap and they could
not observe for themselves, they condemned themselves
and other people. They were an awful chauvinist and
ideologist of criticism. But the Pharisees believed in
resurrection and eternal life.

Like this, two kinds of people who did not get along
with themselves, came together and asked Jesus to show
them a sign from heaven, by testing him, finding fault
with him, and becoming one mind.

“A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous signs, but none will be given
to them except the sign of Jonah” (v. 4). The sign of Jonah that Jesus mentioned means that
Jesus would die and third day He would rise from the dead.

My beloved Christians,

What is the evidence of which we believe in a living God? Of course, we experienced
the wonders and miracles of God who took care of our life a flowing stream, but, above
all, nothing is a clearer sign than Jesus™ event of cross, and resurrection which spread out
clearly in front of us. By fully holding Jesus Christ's cross which is the unique sign, and the
most beautiful and confident sign, I sincerely pray that you will be beautiful people of faith
and have victory every day in the name of Jesus Christ.
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