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When Men’ s Tradition Collides with the Truth
(Matt. 15:1—20)

An argument brought out between Jesus and Pharisees is
written in this text. When we read the books of the Gospel, we
are apt to think that Pharisees were bad people because Pharisees
were blamed by Jesus. As ‘Pharisee’ means ‘to be discriminated for
holy’, there are a great many Pharisees who observe Jesus words,
and they try to be devout and live their pious life. Moreover,
because their enthusiasm is especially strong, we notice that the
Pharisees in the text did not mind running a long way of 120 km
to come to see Jesus Christ.

And there, they came a long way, and they only asked Jesus
“Why do your disciples not wash their hands before they eat?” (v.
2). Particularly Palestine is full of dust, owing to a custom of which
they eat food with their hands, and then washing their hands is
very essential in sanitation. But Jesus explained the malady of
which a good tradition would nullify the word of God and a soul
will be put to death if it overdoes, and said that you would nullify the word of
God for the sake of tradition (v. 6). Jesus also said that the Pharisees insisted
on their tradition and broke God's word in the
following: God said, “Honor your father and
mother” and “Anyone who curses his father and
mother must put to death.” But you say that if
a man says to his father or mother, “Whatever
help you might otherwise have received from
me is a gift devoted to God,” he is not to ‘honor
his father’ with it. “Thus you nullify the word of
God for the sake of tradition”(vv. 4-6).

Jesus” words above refer to God’s people
who were called, and loved God with their lips
without thinking in their mind. After all they
were egocentric and took valuable things. And
then, about the problem of washing hands,
Jesus said, “what goes into a man’s mouth does
not make him unclean, but what outcomes from
his mouth, that is what makes unclean” (v.11),
He says that what goes in our mind makes us
unclean but rather words from our mouth, in
other words, evil thought, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, and
slander make us unclean.

The Pharisees thought that washing hands
made themselves clean. As a traditional rite
ensued for a long time, washing their hands
changed into holiness and purity. Such a
strong tradition really makes them lose what is
holiness and purity.

My beloved Christians,

As a long time has gone, we should look back on what the tradition
situated in us is. We should examine whether we have the tradition that
is situated in its absolute truth before we realize it. We also have to check
whether or not because the tradition weighs too heavy, it may collide with
God’s word, or, furthermore, it is thought that it is more important than God’s
word.

The blood of Jesus Christ's cross is more important than in any other
people or church. The tradition of people and the church does not make us
clean but the blood of Jesus does, and we do not have to be proud of people
and the church, but we only are proud of the blood of Jesus Christ’s cross.

“He replied, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
pulled up by the roots” (v. 13).

We are the people who are planted in the world of God. Therefore, on a
basis of God’s word, [ sincerely pray that you will be a healthy Christian in
the greatest wonderful and healthy church in the name of Jesus Christ.
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