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The Sad Death of John the Baptist
(Matt. 14:1-12)

Herod the Tetrarch in the text who had killed baby boys under
two years near Bethlehem, when Jesus was born, was Antipas the
first son of Herod the king who was very cruel and violent.

“At that time Herod the Tetrarch heard the report about Jesus,
and he said to his attendants, ‘This is John the Baptist; he has
risen from the dead! That's why miraculous powers are at work in
him” (v.1-2).

Like this, the fact that Herod was afraid of John the Baptist
who had risen from the dead was his wife Herodias who was once
his brother’s wife (v. 3-4). Nevertheless, the reason why Herod
was not able to treat John the Baptist with contempt was that
people considered him a prophet, and John was unconditionally
respected and got their trust. But John the Baptist was miserably
beheaded and brought in on the platter.

1. The position of John the Baptist

John the Baptist shouted with his body and
soul that Messiah would come, and fulfilled his
mission to let people confess their sins. Before
a king arrives, a trumpeter noisily blows a
trumpet in order to inform the king’s arrival.
After his arrival, the trumpeter does not blow
a trumpet more because he thinks he has done
his duty. John was like a trumpet. He knows
his own business best as a bride-groom and
confesses like the following, “He must become
greater, [ must become less.”

2. Our position

If a man completes his mission he will be
great, holy, and glorious in death. Among many
missionaries who came in the early years of
the Korean Church, there were many of them
who had not done well and died because of an
endemic disease.

Yet, their death became a seed of the Gospel
and the churches in Korea were established.
Nowadays Korean churches are influenced by
the globalization of the Gospel. Therefore, the
death of John the Baptist is holy.

3. The position of Jesus Christ
Jesus who heard the news of John the
Baptist's death went out to the field alone. He had a time to cry sadly. Because
He knew that John the Baptist was a great servant of the Gospel, he prepared
the path of Jesus, and was a servant who completed his mission.

My beloved Christians,

In the worldly viewpoint, though the death of John the Baptist seems to
be tragic and we to want to avoid it, his death is recognized by Jesus who will
come to judge.

In any and every death, by completing the gospel mission, I sincerely pray
that you will have a wonderful life and be recognized and comforted by Jesus
in the name of Jesus Christ.
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