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People in Jesus’ Hometown
(Matt. 13:53-58)

After He had finished all of his parables, Jesus came to his
hometown. The fact that He came to His hometown was that He did
not pine for home but He came to preach the Gospel to his hometown
people in Nazareth.

“Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their
Synagogue, and they were amazed. Where did this man get this wisdom
and these miraculous powers?” (v. 54).

Jesus who came to his hometown, first of all, began teaching the
people in the Synagogue, but their reaction was strange. They were
sarcastic rather than recognized his wisdom and power. “Isn’t this a
carpenter’s son? Though he is only a carpenter, just like a Rabbi of
high station, how can he teach people in the Synagogue?”

About this reaction of his hometown people, Jesus said, “Only in
his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honor” (v.
57). This is just like that if an unknown person bought an estate, we don't feel bad
and can congratulate him. On the other hand, if an acquaintance bought an estate,
we feel jealous of our cousin’s success and do truly
not congratulate his success.

During his first evangelical tour, the Apostle
Paul met a young man whose name was Titus.
Later on, he became a great Christian and a worker
of the Gospel. “To Titus, my true son, in our
common faith,” (Tit 1:4)

In both age and experience of faith, Paul was
a father to Titus. But Paul was happy because
Titus had grown well in Jesus Christ, and became
a worker of the Gospel. And Paul told Titus that he
was his fellow worker.

Jesus hometown people excluded Jesus
because of their ignorance and human prejudice.
Nevertheless, the loss was not on Jesus but on the
hometown people.

“And he did not do many miracles there
because of their lack of faith” (v. 58).

Jesus said the same thing in a parallel, “He
could not do any miracles there” in the book of
Mark 6:5. This means that Jesus was not able to
do any miracles at an unwelcoming place. He does
not work against people’s will because he is a man
of good character.

If one who was born in a very rich and
admired family, is faithful, and studies hard, and
is a man of promise from the birth, he may be
welcomed in his hometown. On the other hand,
though the other who was not born in a good
family, goes an errand for his village people, and lives his life by receiving help
from others, becomes a high ranking official, if all people must obey his word now,
they do not recognize him.

My beloved Christians,

The hometown people appeared in the text. Especially, when they thought
that someone who was not better than themselves would lead them, they excluded
him. We should make an effort in order that such an evil to exclude him may
disappear in our society and in the church.

Moreover, those who have the deep wisdom of age should push the next
generation from behind and pull them up front in order to continue the great
work of faith. I sincerely pray that all of us will be used to extend the kingdom of
heaven in the name of Jesus Christ.
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