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Three Parables
(Matt. 13:44-50)

In the text, the parables of custard seeds, yeast, and the weeds will
be followed by another three parables.

1. Treasure hidden in a field
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field” (v. 44).

A. The meaning of the kingdom of heaven

The Pharisees thought that God's kingdom is a visible and
physical power. Even Jesus’ disciples thought this fact. The Pharisees
asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would come. There upon, Jesus
said that the kingdom of God had already been given to you. Here,
the kingdom of heaven refers to Jesus, and he was surrounded by the
Pharisees at that time.

B. The kingdom of heaven is hidden

Since we believe in Jesus, we have eternal life,
enjoy the joy, desire, and blessing that belong to
the Kingdome of heaven, and live our life. But, why
don't they believe Jesus? Because, the kingdom
of heaven is like treasure hidden in the field, they
could not experience the value of it.

C. The kingdom of heaven is joy

Those who found out the value of Jesus Christ
want to possess the Kingdom of heaven, namely,
Jesus Christ, by selling all the possession of his
own life. Therefore, there must be a real joy to
those who possess Jesus Christ.

2. The parable of great valuable pearl

The great valuable pearl in verse 43 also
means Jesus Christ. A merchant looking for a fine
pearl buys the pearl by selling everything he had.
Because the merchant knew the value and beauty
of great pearl, he sold his own possession without
hesitation, and bought it. Here, we can imagine
what joyful the merchant felt when he held the
pearl in his hands.

3. The parable of the net

It is said that the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the
lake (v. 47). The net is ‘Jesus Christ’. All kinds of fish are caught into the net. But
all fish caught into the net are not good fish. And then, the owner puts good fish
in the basket and throws the bad away. Like this, even though we have the name
of Christian, we cannot be all saved.

My beloved Christians,

Do you all really know the beauty and value of Jesus? Do you live your life in
the joy and peace of which the world cannot give us and take away from us?

By being full of joy of the kingdom of heaven, I sincerely pray that all of you
will live as the people of the kingdom of heaven saving many souls in the name of
Jesus Christ.
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