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Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath II

(Matt. 12:9-21)

Jesus who went into their synagogue on the Sabbath healed a man
with a shriveled hand in this text. The Pharisees and tax collectors
who had seen this scene of Jesus' healing the sick plotted to murder
him.

“Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath” (Matt.12:12).

Jesus healed the man who had been invalid for 38 years at the
Bethesda. He also healed a man who was unable to walk from birth, a
man who lost his sight, a woman whose body was bent, a woman who
caught a disease, and a man with shriveled hand. However, all of these,
surprisingly, were done on the Sabbath day.

There is a very special message that Jesus is trying to tell us. Jesus
wants to correct the Jewish false notion and awareness of the Sabbath
day.

It is a right to do what is good. It is the day of Lord which we love our
neighbor much more than general times. We must do the things that we could not
do during the week because we were busy such as visiting the sick and consoling
them on the Sabbath day.

In the text, a man with a shriveled hand appeared. He lived in an extremely
miserable situation that he could not live a normal
life. In front of him, there are two different types
of people; on the one hand was Jesus who healed
him, and on the other hand were the Jews who
never showed sympathy. They rather try to find
out whether Jesus would break the regulations on
the Sabbath, and wanted Jesus to be arrested.

Jesus healed his shriveled hand right away. On
the other hand, because of these, the Pharisees
would rather plan to arrest and murder Jesus. It is
never allowed to condemn and Kkill people because
of religious regulations in all ages.

My beloved Christians,

In order to keep the Sabbath day holy, we must
answer three questions and one purpose in the
following: three questions are,

1) Is it right to keep the Sabbath day holy?

2) Is it necessary to take a rest and prepare for
the week?

3) Is there a circumstance beyond my control
that I must do?

One purpose is, “What kind of good deed that
[ could not do during the week do I have to do?”
For example, there are many services such as
visiting patients and praying for them. Another service is spreading the gospel
on the roadside and cleaning around the church on Sunday. Moreover, when you
do this, you should do with sincere mind out of love. And then, although you see
Christians who keep Sunday different from you, I hope you will never condemn
them but pray for them.

By looking at the above three questions and one purpose, keeping it holy, I
sincerely pray that the day of Lord will be the most important day for your rest in
the name of Jesus Christ.
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