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The Trouble of John the Baptist

(Matt. 11:1-15)

The word of God ended for the Israelites in the last book, Malachi
of the Old Testament and the era of dark silence came to them. Then,
after four hundred years, John the Baptist once again proclaimed God's
word.

"In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the desert of
Judea and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near" (Matt.
3:1-2).

It is John the Baptist who came to the desert, prepared the way for
the Lord, and made straight path for Him in order that the son of God
Jesus Christ could come near His people. John the Baptist was born in
the world as the last prophet who opened the age of Jesus Christ.

1. Behold

In four hundred years, those who heard the God's word glowed with
enthusiasm. Lots of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Jews, even soldiers heard the
word of John the Baptist, were baptized by him, and they repented. Upon Jesus
appearing, John the Baptist shouted "Behold!" indicating Jesus Christ. At that
moment, the eyes of those who paid attention to John the Baptist moved to Jesus
Christ. Even the disciples who followed John the Baptist went to Jesus Christ.
John the Baptist thoroughly wanted to disappear before Jesus Christ (Jn. 3:3)

2. The trouble of John the Baptist

"When John heard in prison what Christ was
doing, he sent his disciples to ask him 'Are you
the one who was to come, or should we expect
someone else?" (Matt. 11:2-3).

John the Baptist thought that Messiah who
would come after John and show the world the
Lord of judgment. When Jesus came, he expected
the Roman Emperor would discipline, the Pharisees
and cause them to fall down and obey. Those who
disobeyed God's word were split away with an ax
like a tree. Nevertheless Jesus only silently said his
word and healed patients on the hill. That is why
everyone found the appearance of Jesus humble
because he did not issue a tyrannical decree and
judge them.

However, on the basis of God's word that had
been already foretold, Jesus was unreservedly
trying to achieve the work of God's salvation in the
providence of God.

At the same time, Jesus said, "Blessed is the
man who does not fall away on account of me" (v.
6). This means that even though God's idea and
method are different from us, we should never fall
away with faith but endure unto the end.

My beloved Christians,

Even though John the Baptist was a measurable figure who belonged to the
Old Testament and saw the cross of Jesus Christ very closely, he only looked at
his shadow. However, in that we who have directly experienced the incident of
cross' salvation live at the age of grace, we live in the much better wonderful and
blessed situation than John the Baptist.

Therefore, under any circumstances, you must never fall down. By looking at
the grace of Jesus Christ's cross, I earnestly hope that you will win with your faith.
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