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A Christian's family
(Ephesians 5:18—33)

This text describes the type of relationship that Christians should have
amongst each other as well as the relationship between husband and wife.

1. An instrument filed with the Spirit

Verse 18 indicates that we must be filled with the Spirit. God gives us the
fullness of the Spirit through our family. Anyone who s filled with the Spirt
can bring peace to their family, and allow the family to grow in grace and
health.

Just as the relationship between Christ and the church is made beautiful
by a person filled with the Spirit, a husband and wife who are filled with the
Spirit can also make their family pure. Therefore, a family can be an
instrument filled with the Spirit.

The main purpose of a famity is to please and glorify God. Moreover. another reason
why a family is important is that it provides a system in which a human being has his or her
first foundation. Therefore, if families in a society are unhealthy and unstable, the entire
society and country are also negatively affected.

2. Ahappy home

(1) An obedient wife

When wives submit to their husbands as Christians to the Lord, a family of grace is
formed. Submission here does not mean subservience, but obedience with a glad heart.

However, the word, 'submit,’ in verse 22 is a participial construction, and not an
imperative. It modifies the verb in the previous sentence, "Be filled with the Spirit.” In other
words, only the person who is filled with the Spirit can obey.

In a sense, we must all submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Just as a wife
submits to her husband as to the Lord, so also a husband must also submit to his wife with

Jov.

{2) Her beloved husband

Just as a wife must face her husband in the same way that we face Christ in love and
obedience, o also a husband must face his wife with the same high standard of Christ.
Jesus loved us #ill death on the cross. The apostle Paul describes the love that Christ had
for the Church through His life, thereby explaining the kind of love that a husband must
give to his wife:

1) Christ loved the Church
2) Christ sacrificed himself for the Church
3) Christ made the Church holy
4) Christ made the Church clean
5} Christ glorified the Church

My beloved Christians! |

A Christian's soul must be filled with God, and respond in obedience, faith, and love. As
we obey and love one another in the fullness of the Spirit, I sincerely pray that all of us will
successtully be a family full of grace in the name of Jesus Christ.
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