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Children of Light 11
(Ephesians 5:1-17)

Children of the light must shine on the earth and become wise people as
well as imitate God and be bom again.

1. A person who shines the light

Darkness makes us uncornfortable. It makes us lose our way. However,
when the light shines forth, darkness recedes. In addition, chaos disappears
and a world of harmony and public order comes forth. The Apostle Paul
says, "Don't say that we have the light, but shine the light into the world.”
The life of shining is a life that serves people and preaches the gospel.

The Apostle Paul teaches that since we have become the 'light of Jesus
Christ, we must now live in the light. In His light, there is hope, glory, God's
truth, a life worth living, and fuitfulness. Therefore, wherever the saints go,
the result should be that the darkness recedes. For example, whenever a falsehood, a
quarel, an immorality, or a vice vanishes, the result is that the truth appears and justice is
met, which is the fruit that God enjoys.

2. A wise person
Children of the light do not need to have intelligence from the world but the

intelligence that comes from God. Verses 15—17 explain the characteristics of the
intelligence that children of the light must have.

(1) A person who makes good use of his time
A wise person must make good use of his time. The Apostle Paul says, "Be very
careful, then, how you live, making the most of every opportunity.”

(2) A person who knows God's will

We must always pray that God would give us wisdom. Wisdom means to have
discemment. Anyone with wisdom is able to discem between right and wrong, darkness
and light, things that need to be done first and last, words that must be spoken and not
spoken, places that he needs to go and not go, and places where he should stand and sit.

(3 A person who s full of the Spirit

A wise person does not get drunk on wine. Instead, he is filled with the Spirit.

The imperative of verse 18 is not asking whether or not we receive the spirit, but
commanding that the saints receive the Spirit. The plural form of the imperetive indicates
that Paul is not commanding one private person, but the whole church. The fullness of the
Spirit means the same thing as the fullness of God's word. A person who s full of the Spirit
is full of His words, while a person who is full of His words is full of the Spirit. Moreover, a
person who is full of the Spirit worships, keeps good company, gives thanks, and obeys.

My beloved Christians!
As you imitate God as children of the light, iving as one bom again and filed with

wisdom and the Spirit, [ sincerely pray that you will become children of God who shine the
light all over world in the name of Jesus Christ.
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