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Children of light I
(Ephesians 5:1-17)

Those who belong to the darkness can become children of light through
Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world. Children of light must play a role
in shining the light into the darkness of the world. Just as darkness cannot
mix with light, the people in this world are entirely separated from morally
good deeds. They cannot be consecrated or holy first, but must first
become completely new persons.

1. An imitator of God

The Apostle Paul said in verse 1, "Be imitators of God." How can
creatures created by God imitate God?  This imperative means that human
beings must live their lives with a sense of great responsibility in the world.
The greatest word shows us the ultimate and ideal goal we must have in
life.

As we consider God's character, we first recognize the qualities that God only has. For
example, God has qualities such as etemality, omniscience, omnipotence, uniqueness,
holiness, and omnipresence. On the other hand, there are characteristics that we share with
God, such as justice, righteous indignation, wisdom, truth, goodness, righteousness,
sympathy, love, etc. Therefore, we must imitate these characteristics.

The Apostle Paul taught that we should leam God's love, and love others in response.

(1) The love of forgiveness — The fundamental method of imitating God is that we
must love other by forgiving them. We must recognize that we are sinners forgiven by
God. Therefore, it is no wonder that we must love others by forgiving them.

(9) The love of giving — Love is something that we give to others. The love that does
not give is a false love and a hypocrisy.

(3) A living love — A love that is living refers to a practical and active love. Whoever is
full of love will positively love, forgive, and serve others.

(@) An etemal love — A human being's love is apt to change. Their love cannot be
tusted. Tt is weak and easily broken. Nevertheless, we must do our best fo imitate i,
because God's love is etemal.

2. A person bom again

A person that is bom again means that he can properly be categorized as an old person
incapable of becoming better, but whose inner life has been completely made new.
Moreover, a person who has been bom again will live a life that matches his new life.

(1) The life of right language — God's children do not use obscene words, but words of
thanksgiving. Therefore, we must set a good example for our neighbors by speaking to
them in a way that helps them.

(%) The life of right morals — Verses 3=7 describe the life of the old self that we need o
throw away. The things thet we need to throw away are sexual immorality, impurity, and
greed.

My beloved Christians!

In these obscene and evil times, as we throw away our old self, and become the new
self, fiving the new life, 1 sincerely pray that you and I will please God and shine the light all
over the world in the name of Jesus Christ.
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