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Things to take off and things to wear
(Ephesians 4:25-32)

We can find out one's social position according to the clothes that he or
she wears. Just as a prisoner takes off his prison uniform when he is
released from prison, those who have become Christians must take off their
old clothes as sinners, and put on new ones, as we stand before God.

1. The things fo take off and wear

{1) Put off falsehood and wear the truth!

Those who are in Jesus Christ must put off all falsehood and live
according to the truth. We have become a new creation and have now the
characteristics of a new person. Because we keep the truth and live our life
in the truth, there is no other way to be true.

(2) Take off your anger and put on awakening!

There is a person who ends up sinning whenever he gets angry, but another person
who has righteous indignation whenever he catches a alimpse of unrighteous activity. Even
in righteous indignation, we must be careful not to continue in anger whenever we observe
rmalice. This is because there is the possibility that we may fall into sin even with righteous
indignation. Therefore, the Lord teaches "in your anger do not sin." We must be spirtually
awake 5o as not 1o give the devil a foothold and fan our anger into something worse. ‘

(3) Take off stealing and put on goodness! ‘

Before God, we are all thieves who snould not have been offered life. But from now
on, as those who have become a new person, we must throw away the malice of stealing
from God and positively do what is right.

(4) Take off unwholesome talk and put on virtue!

The Apostle James said that anyone who does not make a mistake in his speech is a
perfect man. Since one's speech is, in a sense, his personality, we must be very cautious
what we say. Just as one word from Hitler's mouth created the melting pot of a World
War, one word from Jesus Christ's mouth has made the dead come to life. Therefore, as
we stand before God, we must take off all filthy talk, and we must say what is only hefpful
for building others up. All we say must be a benefit to those who listen. ‘

(5) Take off all bittemess and put on love!

In w. 31-32, Paul lists six things to throw away, that is, bittemess, rage, anger,
brawling, slander, and every form of malice. He also lists three things to put on, meaning
that we must put them all on in order to be kind, compassionate to one another, and
forgiving towards one another.

My beloved Christians!

By loving each other and forgiving one another while we take off the old person and
put on the new, I sincerely pray that you will be God's people who please Him in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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