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A new person
(Ephesians 4:17-5:4)

All the books written by the apostle Paul deal with doctrinal issues in the
first half, and then move to address the practical issues afterward. The book
of Ephesians does the same thing, treating doctrine in chapters 1 and 2
before discussing practical matters in chapters 4—6.

1. The Christians' values

This passage describes the value system of a person who has come to
believe in Jesus Christ, and has become new. Believing in Jesus means
considering what we once thought good as decayed soil and now
delighting in what the world does not recognize.

Underlying these new velues, the Apostle Paul explained that there are
two ways Christians are called and have become God's holy people.

2. A Gentiles' life

A Gentiles' life is marked by stubbomness, darkness, death, and thoughtlessness.
Stubbomness is the dtiffening of the heart which prevents truth from penetrating into an
immoral life. If our mind is hardened, it is only natural that we will continue to act
immorally. Those who live in darkness do not want to keep God in their thoughts.

Those who do not keep God in their mind will ultimately move away from life and into
death. Moreover, since they are thoughtless and filled with avarice, they will inevitably
continue to pursue unclean things. However, the apostle Paul implores us, as those who
have believed in Jesus, to leave these things and live according to the new values.

3. Anew person's life

How can we, who have come to our Christian faith as Gentiles, live in this life? It is
worth noting that most of those who had received Paul's letter in Ephesus were originally
Gentiles. The mere fact that they had now become new persons called to holy life was not
enough to explain the defails of the moral life. A new person needs to live their life by
studving Jesus. They must leam Jesus' personality, and His character. They must live their
life by hearing the words of Jesus. They must live by being taught by Him.

4. The characteristics of a new person

A new person who has become a Christian must exhibit six characteristics in their
relation to God and neighbor: they must speak the truth, not have anger in their mind, be
diligent, speak gently, forgive one another, and give thanks. A new person must get 1id of
their indecent lifestyle, living instead with an uprightness in accordance with God's calling,
throwing away all untruth, and acting justly according to what is right.

My beloved Christians!

As God's people, a holy people called by Him, 1 sincerely pray that you and [ will live
life of decency by calling upon the name of Jesus Christ.
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