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The church's unity and spiritual maturity
(Ephesians 4:1-6)

The Christians' unity is based upon love.
1. The church's unity

The five conditions of the church's unity are humility, gentleness,
patience, bearing with one another, and love. However, generally speaking,
these five conditions are summatized by love. In the midst of this diversity,
we can find the means of the church's unity in the doctrine of the Trinity.

As a result of the diversity of grace, the Christians' unity will only grow
deeper. In verse 7, these diverse graces are listed, but we leam that the One
who distributes grace is Jesus Christ, in order that the characteristics might
be diverse.

The purpose of receiving grace is 1o serve others, so that the body of Christ may be
built up. Therefore, each grace must somehow benefit the church. If anyone disrupts the
unity of the church, that grace must be taken away. The Christians' unity moves towards
making the saints grow into mature believers.

2. Spiritual maturity

In verse 13, the Apostle Paul emphasizes the fact that God helps His people grow in
spitual maturity as He is building up His church as His body. As he is explaining spiritual
maturity, he repeats the following idea four times, "The body of Christ may be built up,” or
"It grows and builds itself up." This reveals what the church's true purpose is.

One prectical way that the saints can accomplish this goal, first of all, is by remaining
united. A mature person is one who works hard to keep the church united. The reason
why the church must stay together is that there is one body, one spirit, one hope, one
Lord, one faith, and one baptism, because God is one {wv. 4-5).

If the saints want to reach spiritual maturity, they must continue to grow, always living in
the truth, always full of love. This is because the truth is always expressed in love.

So, the church is not able to grow without love. Paul teaches us that love is an essential
element that the church must reflect as it imitates Christ, as well as in each saint's life.

[oving our neighbors means that we must work to propagate the faith through
evangelism. Our expression of love is the way that we reflect Christ, and express our
maturity as saints and aspects of the maturity of the church.

Conclusion

Reaching maturity is not something that we accomplish ovemight. Every work follows
a process. Therefore, we do not need to work in haste or without thought, but believe in
God's promise and His power, as we wait 1o attain the goal. Those who know how to wait
have the appearance of maturity.

As we become spiritually mature, | sincerely pray that you and [ will succeed in making
God's church His beautiful body in the name of Jesus Chrit.
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