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Jong-yun Lee ( Senior Pastor)

Paul's privilege
(Ephesians 3:1-13)

Paul's privilege was to preach the Christian faith to the Gentiles. He was
deeply moved by the revelation of God. So when Paul received God's
command, he carried out his mission of evangelism.

1. God's revelation given o Paul

Paul expressed God's revelation with the word, 'mystery.” He said that
this mystery was not known to anyone before Christ, but it was now known
completely to everyone after Jesus Christ.

Although this mystery was previously not known, God made it known
to His people, which was the church. In the church, this mystery was
unveiled to the Jews and the Gentiles together. The mystery was that the
Gentiles, along with the Jewish people, would be taken care of in Jesus
Chuist through the gospel. This was the mystery of Jesus Christ. Moreover, through the
gospel, all Gentiles would become one body with the Jews in Jesus Christ, and they would
now take part in the same promise with the people of lsrael.

2. God's command given fo Paul

The command that God had given to Paul was that we the church should receive the
mystery of the gospel and share it with others. Paul, in conformity with God's command,
dedicated his entire life to the ministry to the Gentiles and preached the abundance of
Christ. The abundance of Christ is the abundance of the resurrection and the delivery from
sin and death for those who believe in Him.

3. The mission that the church must be responsible for

The church is responsible for letting others know about God's abundance which we
cannot survey, the mystery of the gospel. God's various wisdoms, that is to say, God's
salvation, authority, grace, resurrection, and love must appear all over the world through
the church.

The mission of the church is that all people must come into the church and breed other
sheep, and shine the light into the world. The church must deal with these two duties in
balance. In considering these duties for himself, Paul gave thanks to God for the mission
that he had received as an apostle to minister to the Gentiles and considered these duties
his own authority and glory.

In understanding its own authority, the church must be properly oriented in its
understanding of history, the gospel, and the Chiistian life. Using these means, God will
work through the church. Therefore, the church must be available as God's instrument.

My beloved Christians!

Just as Paul received the mystery of the gospel from God, and along with it, the gospel
authority, we are now people who have been handed an authority just like Paul. As
recipients of this great privilege, proclaiming God's mystery to the world, and preaching it
to the end of the world, I sincerely pray that we will all become God's faithful people in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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