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One new man
(Ephesians 2:11-22)

Gentiles were not only considered distant from God, but also treated as
such by the Jewish people. It was because of their sins that they were distant
from God, while it was because of their uncircumcision that they were
treated as distant by the Jewish people.

1. The human characteristics of the Gentiles

Unpacking five of the Gentiles' characteristics, Paul says that they had
no hope, piety, Messiah, covenant, or reign of God. He also said regarding
the Gentiles, "you who were once far away" (13). He told them that they
needed to "remember” what they once were (11). This means that we also
need to remember a time when we were Gentiles, aliens, and an isolated
people who had no Messiah or God. The basis for thanksgiving is
'remembering Those who do not keep these truths in mind will never give thanks to
anyone.

Only when we remember the time when we were once aliens can we sincerely give
thanks to God.

2. Anew person
In verse 13, the fransitional word, 'now, appears. However, it is better to read this
conjunction as, but now.' We were once people who did not have God. But now through
the cross of Jesus Christ we have been reconciled with God and have new life. But now
we are no longer alienated and abandoned. Jesus Christ has abolished the law in His flesh,
and through His death on the cross, he has completed the requirements of the law. But
now he has created us in himself as a new man, thus making peace with God.

3. Christ Jesus as the chief comerstone

The Apostle Paul explains the church by using an analogy of a builder's construction.
The first thing a builder needs to do when building a house is to pick out its foundations.
In v. 20, the foundation of the church is given as the faith and teaching of the 'apostles and
prophets’. In other words, the church is built upon the foundation of faith and the teaching
of the apostles. For those who believe in Jesus Christ, he himself has become their chief
comerstone.

In verse 22, Paul hopes that the saints will build the church so that God dwells in Jesus
Christ, Therefore, we too become a miniature comerstone, becoming the saints who build
a holy temple where God dwells and takes pleasure.

The comerstone has a role in supporting the house as its foundation. And it also has a
role of joining together each wall. The comerstone plays an integral part of the structure, It
is absolutely essential for the holding together of the building. And vet, it never gains a
person's notice, but silently bears the weight of its duty.

My beloved Christians!
We must emulate Jesus Christ as our comerstone by becoming miniature
comerstones who are an integral part of this generation and society.
By becoming one new man as the comerstone of the church and bearing our duty, |
sincerely pray that we will become God's faithful people who please Him in the name of

Jesus Christ.
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