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But God...
(Ephesians 2:1-10)

The word by nature' means 'innately.’ In other words, there is no way
for us to have life because of our nnate nature. But the core message of
Ephesians 2 is that, thanks to God, we have been saved from our dead
condition. Previously, the perspective of people in ancient times was very
pessimistic, but by God's grace we can now have an optimistic view.

1. The situation of human nature

We were people who didn't have any hope before God, because we
were dead in our transgressions and sins. We were slaves of Satan. There
was no freedom from sin. In other words, the Apostle Paul was saving,
"Behind death, there are sins, and behind sins there is the world."

All human beings have been captured by the appetites of the flesh and trapped under
the curse of the world. They have no hope but are in a desperate situation.

2. But God -

The word but' is not written in verse 4 of the Korean Bible, but it is written in the
orignal Greek and also in the English Bible. We were once dead, enslaved, under a curse,
and by nature children of wrath, but God has made us alive by His great love. The God
who has made us alive is the Creator. He is self—existent One, who has perfect character,
and is the Judge.

So, we were dead spiritually and disconnected from hope. We were chained by sin.
Because of our sin, we were objects of wrath. However, God saw us falling into the world
and lifted us up to salvation. Moreover, He not only gave us new life, but also seated us
with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. This is because of God's love,
Tighteousness, grace, and mercy.

3. We must repay with our life for God's grace

God made us alive so that we might receive new life. He created us into existence so
that we might search for the Holy—fire. We who have been saved, owe God our life.
What we must do is love God and live our life according to the purposes which He has
created us for. In other words, we must do good works (10).

To do good works means just that we must do our duty before God. This duty is well
explained by commandments 1—4. The good works that we are called to do is not only
for God but also for other human beings. So, we also refer to commandments 5—10.
Therefore, we must always do good works with our faith.

My beloved Christians!

God has made us alive from our death in transgressions and sins. How is your
faithfulness before God at this time? Once again, by looking at the challenges of the Ten
Commandments presented to our faith and good works, [ sincerely pray that vou will
become God's faithful people, repaying Him for His love in the name of Jesus Christ.
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