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Jong-yun Lee ( Senior Pastor)

The Apostle's greetings
(Ephesians 1:1-2)

The book of Ephesians, otherwise known as the "Queen of the
Epistles” and the "Grand Canyon of the Bible," has some very
profound and beautiful words in it.

In Ephesians, the doctrine of the Father, the Son, and Holy
Spirit, appears 27 times. It also contains teaching on such various
subjects as God, creation, angels, evil spirits, churches, the
communication of saints, and even the content of sacred worship
and the pastorate.

Ephesians explains who we are, for whom we work, and what
we have to do. On the whole, it explains the Christian's duty in
faith and life as well as Christian doctrine. Moreover, it explains
what Christ has done, and what his work has resulted in.

1. Recipients

(1) The saints

The recipients of Paul's letter were the "saints” in Ephesus. These were saints
who had been called by God to be separated from the world and belong to
Christ.

(2) The faithful

The recipients of Paul's letter were not only saints but also "the faithful."
Faithfulness' refers to belief that is applied to life. There must be intellectual,
sensitive, and reliable elements in our belief. Namely, 'faithfulness' signifies that
we must bear our belief to the very end, waiting it out, and keeping our faith.

(3) Those who are in Christ
The phrase, 'in Christ, appears innumerable times through the letters of Paul.
This phrase tells us that we are united with Christ in the spiritual body.

2. The content of the greeting

The content of Paul's greeting to the people of Ephesus was 'grace and
peace’. We must remain in the gospel and in Jesus Christ if we want to receive
true peace. Without Jesus Christ, there is no peace; without the gospel of Jesus
Christ, there can be no peace. This peace was achieved through the cross of
Jesus Christ.

'Grace' teaches us why and how we were reconciled through Jesus Christ.
Such grace is too merciful for us. The fact that we didn't deserved to be saved
but God saved us anyway is due to His unlimited mercy. And the fact that God
bestowed mercy on us compels us to serve others. Just as God purposed to call
the Israelites in order to make them a light to the Gentiles, so also God has
called us as Christians to fulfill our own duty of service.

My beloved Christians!

Since God has called us to faithfully fulfill His duty of service, | eamestly pray
that you and I will receive grace and peace from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, in the name of Jesus Christ.
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English Ministry Retreat

Enljoging God

RevdostuaCho

Our English Ministry is -

having its annual summer
retreat on July 30-31 at
Agapetown. The theme of
this year s retreat is
“Enjoving God.” This
theme is based upon our
ministry’ s vision, which is to B
be a community of humility,

peace, and joy. Becoming this kind of community does not
happen automatically, like flipping a light switch. Rather, as
we focus on the consistent planting of the gospel of Jesus
Christ through faithful preaching and teaching, we can
expect to see these particular fruits grow out naturally in our
community. In our previous two years, we have focused on
what the fruits of humility and peace should look like, so
now we are focusing on joy.

In addition to our ministry’s vision, the theme of the
retreat has been informed by a meditation on the first
question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, “What is the
chief end (i.e. main purpose) of man?” The answer: “The
chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”

answer,

most when we show it to be worthy of our affections. God'
s dlory is so glorous, that it is not only deserving of our

physical and mental worship, but also our emotional :
| AU o= o iE A2 B

worship of joy. If we do not enjoy God, we dishonor Him.
When we enjoy other things of this world more than God,
we diminish and degrade His glor.

So our retreat this year will meditate on how we can
bring maximum glory to God by enjoving Him, and how
seeing God's glory through all His attributes and His work

looking forward to having an exciting refreat. Please pray
for us.
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Theologian and pastor,
John Piper, has highlighted
the second part of this
“ enjoy Him :
forever,” and suggested that
one of the ways we can
understand it propetly is by
rephrasing the catechism's
answer this way: “The chief
W ond of man is to glorify
" God BY enjoying Him
forever” In other words, we can emphasize God's dlory
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