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A penitential prayer in the midst of suffering
(Psalm 143:1-12)

Psalm 143, in addition to Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, and 130, is
known as a penitential prayer.

1. A cry for righteousness in the midst of suffering

The psalmist in verse 1 pleaded to God for justice and in verse
2, explained the reason for it. Since no one is righteous before
God, they owe Him justice. There is no one who can be called
righteous before God according to their own righteousness.

Therefore, it was very dangerous for David to ask God for
justice in his situation. The psalmist didn't think that his suffering
mattered to the sins that he had committed. Therefore, his only
hope was that as he pleaded for God's righteousness, he could
avoid wrath according to God's compassion. In addition, he said
that he had become like those who were long dead because of the persecution
of his enemies, and that he had fallen into despair and become a dismayed man.
This reminds us of the suffering of Jesus Christ, who was nailed to the cross.
Therefore, no matter how dangerous a situation we fall into, if we go to God
and confess our sins, He will save us.

2. God's mighty acts

David remembered how God had been in the past. He was absorbed in
meditation, and lifted up a penitential prayer to God. He thirsted for God
Himself rather than simply look for God's help (v. 6). He also praved that God
would not tumn away from him. The difficulty that David faced was God's unkind
treatment rather than the enemy's. He was surrounded by trials and a crisis at
the same time. All he could do was beg for God's guidance. In wv. 8—10, he
asked for God's guidance three times:

(1) Show me the way that I should go — a desire for a word of revelation

(2) Teach me to do your will — a desire for determining direction

(3) Lead me on level ground — a humble request for shepherding guidance

3. A prayer as God's servant
David prayed that he wanted to live as God's servant even under persecution.
He entreated God for His love at three points in his praver:

(1) for your name's sake — God promised that He would raise and protect
His people. David praved that His people would be delivered from
afflictions in order that God's truth could be known to the world.

(2) in your righteousness — Because there is no salvation for those who are
evil by nature, David prayed that they would be saved by His
righteousness.

(3) in God's unfailing love — Because men are not qualified to be saved and
redeemed, David praved that they would rely on His unfailing love.

My beloved Christians!

The position of God's servant can be high and glorious, but we cannot profit
from this. There is no way that we can carry out our duty completely. If you
confess this fact, then you realize that you owe God everything for His salvation
and grace. [ sincerely pray that you will be God's faithful people in the name of
Jesus Christ.
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