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A prayer in the cave
(Psalm 142:1-7)

Psalm 142 is a prayer that David lifted up as he was hiding in
the cave of En Gedi and that kept him from affliction during his
moments of loneliness and danger.

1. David's plea

The psalmist cried out loudly before the Lord in the midst of his
trouble and entreated the Lord for help. He raised his voice in
praver as much as he liked; which made his prayer memorable for
a long time.

2. The Lord knows my plight

Because David was confident that the Lord knew where the snare was hidden
and believed that the Lord could help him, he told the Lord his trouble (v. 3).
He was buried under immense pressure, and persecuted without any guilt on his
part. Nonetheless, there was none who showed him pity, expressed any concem,
or cared for his life. During that time, David remembered his own confession in
Psalm 16, "l have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right
hand, I will not be shaken" (Psalm 16:8). This meant that there was no one he
could depend on for help except the Lord.

3. The Lord is my portion

David looked to the Lord even when he was lonely and in the midst of
danger in the cave. The Lord was all that he needed.

(1) The Lord is my refuge (v. 5).

(2) The Lord is my portion (v. 5).

(3) God is my rescuer (v. 6).

(4) God is my liberator (v. 7).

Above all else, David wanted to be free from this prison of the cave in order
to worship and praise God to his heart's content.

4. David's prospect

Even though David himself could not see his future, he believed that God
would lead him well. He left his home and didn't have any possession, but he
was satisfied with setting God as his refuge and portion. Because of God's
goodness, he was no longer lonely, but believed that he would be surrounded
by righteous men in the future.

My beloved Christians!

Jesus was completely alone on the cross, but God did not abandon Jesus
Christ to the grave. Likewise, just as God has done for Jesus, Jesus himself will
never abandon us. By setting God as our portion in adversity, | eamestly pray
that you and I will be God's successful people in the name of Jesus Christ.
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