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Praying to keep out of the evil trap
(Psalm 141:1-10)

While studying Psalm 135—150, we find that these psalms have
elements of worship including praise, praver, confession of sin,
reading the Bible, and preaching. However, there are many
churches nowadays which do not conduct worship biblically. These
psalms of worship not only display God's goodness, holiness,
omniscience, and omnipresence, but also teach us how to praise
the Lord and especially how to pray as well.

1. A psalm about prayer

Psalm 141 has a praver in every word and sentence; it is called
an evening psalm or a psalm to read before going to bed.
Therefore, Psalm 141 has traditionally been used as an evening
praver.

In recent times, however, there have been some Christians who have not
recognized the importance of praver, thinking of it as something burdensome.
First of all, because we do not know what God is thinking, we are not sure what
we should pray. This is because we do not know the Bible, and do not really
think that we need God's help. But David has shown us how we can practically
prav every day, even when we are drawn into places where we know we will be
ruined.

2. The invocation

The first two sentences, "O Lord [ call to vou; come quickly to me. Hear my
voice when I call to you," are meant as a praver, at the very beginning of
worship. Therefore, when people begin to worship or pray, it is very important
above all else to entreat God's presence (entreaty). Reuben A. Torrey said,
"Whether it is official or personal, we must not murmur even a sentence until we
recognize God's presence before us." David puts his hope in the fact that our
pravers can be offered to God, no matter what our prayers look like.

3. A prayer for purity

David entreats God to set a guard over his mouth, heart, and conduct. This
means that he is entreating God to keep him from sin and to make his word,
mind, and conduct clean and upright. Just as the Lord's house is safe when the
Lord is guarding it, our complete person is preserved when He keeps watch
over our mouth. Just as an evil word originates from our heart, that word will be
pure if our heart is first cleansed. However, God is the only one who is able to
raise up a pure mind. David entreats God to keep guard over his word, heart,
and deed, because he knows it is the only way.

4, With faith

At the end of a worship service, we are given a benediction to retum to the
world. We who have praved to God must fix our eves on God. In the world,
there are many dangers, toils, and snares. Therefore, we are only able to walk
on the path of danger and trial, as long as we fix our eyes on God.

My beloved Christians!
By praving to God uprightly and praising Him completely, [ eamestly pray
that you and [ will be true worshipers in the name of Jesus Christ.
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