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~ Eastermessage for foreigners
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By Rev. Joshua Cho

Why does Easter matter to me
as a foreigner in Korea?

Easter matters, not just
because some Jewish Messiah
named Jesus pulled off the
impossible by miraculously rising
from the grave 2,000 vears ago.
Easter matters, because | am
united to him by faith. Since [ am
united to Christ in his death, my
sins have been paid for at the
cross, and I am clothed with his
righteousness. Since I am united to Christ in his
resurrection, | have hope for a future bodily
resurrection that is coming one dav.

But there is more. The same Holy Spirit who
will raise my future body is at work in me today.
In other words, the power that drew out the
material universe out of nothing is the same
power that raised Jesus from the dead. The
power that raised Jesus from the dead is the
same power that will raise me from the dead on
the final Day. The power that will raise me from
the dead is the same power that empowers me
to overcome my bad habits today. The power
that empowers me today is the same power that
opens the heart of a closed non—Christian who
doesn't believe.

Easter matters, because | am constantly at the
mercy of a culture that is trving get their money's
worth and squeeze out every drop, while

simultaneously making simple tasks like ordering
food an ordeal. | am enticed by the anything
that reminicenses of home, promising even a i
brief moment of comfort and pleasure. [ am a
weak and struggling Christian that needs real
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power to survive. | need more than inspirational
preaching. [ need resurrection power. Easter }
matters, because | have access to real, tangible ;

power that is mine through faith in Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit leads me by the hand to a !
breathtaking scene in heaven. The resurrected
Jesus is interceding on my behalf. He is praving
for me by name. The prayers of a righteous man

are powerful and effective.

Easter matters, because | know that my
Redeemer lives, and no matter what happens in
this foreign land, I will stand with him on that

Day.
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