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By the river of Babylon
(Psalm 137:1-9)

In the Bible, Babylon symbolizes the world and its culture while
Jerusalem symbolizes the kingdom of heaven. But the Jerusalem
on earth was occupied by Babylon in BC 586. St. Augustine said in
'The City of God' that "If a man loves himself more than those
who built Jerusalem, there are those who love not only themselves
but also the God who built it. The contrast of these two cities
continues to appear from Genesis to Revelation." The Israelites
who were exiled sat at the riverside in Babylon, forced by their
enemies to sing a song of Zion.

1. Lamentation at the riverside

Babylon had many rivers compared to Palestine, which had
many mountains. The Israelites who were taken as captives often
sat at the riverside weeping as they thought about Zion, instead of singing.
Captives did not merely shed some tears but wept their hearts out, thinking
about their nation. Nowadays there are some people who weep for themselves
and their family, but how many people weep like this for their nation?

If Zion denotes Jerusalem, this was the place of God's temple. Therefore,
weeping for Zion meant weeping for their church. Their weeping was the
weeping of confession. The Israelites who should have served God had thrown
Him away. They had even displayed all kinds of idols in the temple and had
served them. Consequently, the Israelites were met with grief. Faced with the
terrible fact that they themselves had been thrown away by God. they lamented
with heartbroken laments.

2. A harp hung on the poplar

There were harps here and there that the captives had hung on the poplar
branches at the riverside. Their pain was not despair. Although they refused to
sing the songs of Zion, they did not break their harps or throw them into the
water. Instead, they hung them on the poplar branches, waiting for a better day
to come. This was a time of probation. The fact that they did not sing meant
fidelity toward God. In Zion, the song of Zion meant praise to God. In Babylon,
the song of Zion sung for their enemy's pleasure denoted blasphemu.

3. Fearful curse?

Seeing that their temple was burning, the Israelite residents wept without
considering another plan. The castle town had been destroyed; their wives had
been assaulted; their children killed. In these circumstances, the people appealed
with a sense of justice towards God. Just as God Himself had spoken of
judgement at many times, they praved that God would judge their enemies. And
God judges correctly. Edom was eventually ruined, and Babylon destroyed. May
God never be insulted.

My beloved christians!

When you confess your sins before God, the judgment and curse of sin will
leave you. By knowing that we are sinners under judgment, we must confess
and retum to God. [ sincerely pray that before the day of salvation passes by,
you and | will be saved and become God's people in the name of Jesus Christ.
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