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Jong-yun Lee ( Senior Pastor)  Why do we give thanks to the Lord?
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Giive thanks to the Lord
(Psalm 136: 1-26)

Psalm 136 is an interchanging song. When the presider leads
with the first line, 'Give thanks to the Lord,' the congregation is
supposed to respond by reciting, 'His love endures forever." Each
stanza that follows explains the reason for why we give thanks to
the Lord.

Although 'Give thanks to the Lord!" is an imperative, it is also
our confession and witness. Just as worshipping God is a reflection
of our thanks to the Lord, we must exhibit this same kind of
witness in our Christianity, whenever we attend church service.
Therefore, we need to see this Psalm as a confession of our faith.

1. Because He is good

God's name as well as its description in Psalm 136 express that the Lord is
the God of gods, the Lord of lords, the true God, the Almighty, and especially
the Creator of all creation. Because He is good, God's almighty acts are
beneficial for us.

Charles Spurgeon said, "The Lord is the God who transcends all nature." and
"The Lord alone is the highest God of the universe." God is the source of all
goodness. He is the good of all goodness. He is the preserver of goodness. He
is the God who accomplishes, and the God who gives us good gifts. Therefore,
He deserves to receive thanks from His people. Whoever wants to know what
goodness is and enjoy it must look in God. God's goodness has appeared since
the creation. In accordance with the creation of the heavens and the earth, God
has bestowed His goodness on us. Moreover, God's goodness has appeared in
our salvation, namely our salvation through Jesus Christ. Such goodness has
appeared not only to the Israelites but also to all the people all over the world.

2. Because His love endures forever

Psalm 136 repeats 'His love endures forever' 26 times to give us the reason
why we should give thanks to God. Such an interchanging song does not appear
in any other stanza throughout the Psalms.

The word for 'love' is 'hesed' in Hebrew, which means a promised love,
chosen love, or the love of one who is related to a promise. It may be
translated as a steady or patient love. God endures forever. He is forever good
and never breaks His promise. Every day we are living in the midst of His
goodness and love. Therefore, we who have received His love in this way must
give thanks to God for every little thing.

My beloved christians!

Although we may have grieved Him on many occasions, because of His
goodness and His love, God continues to bestow His love on us ceaselessly. As
we receive His goodness and love, | earnestly pray that you and [ will sing His
name forever in the name of Jesus Christ.
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