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Jong-yun Lee ( Senior Pastor)

Praise the Lord, all youservants of the Lord!
Psalm 134:1-3

Pastor John RW. Stott says, "True worship is the highest and
most noble activity that human beings can ever do to give thanks
to God for His grace.” But in many contemporary churches, we
can almost never find worship like this. They have forgotten what
true worship is, and many churches have simply thrown it away.

1. The greatest emphasis in the songs of ascent

This last psalm among the songs of ascents emphasizes the
worship service. Praise the Lord' is the concluding theme of the
Psalter. This is a short psalm, but the fact that this psalm is to be
sung through the night has amazing power. Night is normally
associated with rest, discontinuation, and darkness, but the night at
the temple is an exception.

2. The Levites' service

A country and a society are maintained by people who work through the
night while others sleep. Because pilarims from around the country often arrived
at Jerusalem late at night, their first view upon arrival would have been the
temple that was lighted. Not only the priests, but many worshipers also worked
through the night. Choir members and Levites without any title were engaged
in valuable service to the Lord. So, the psalmist described all of them as
servants of the Lord.' The Levites were in charge of worship at the temple day
and night. Accordingly, when the pilgrims had finished their pilgrimage and were
heading back to their hometown, they were comforted by the fact that these
Levites were performing worship, even while they were not in Jerusalem. The
work that these workers performed in the temple was to light the lamp and keep
the temple bright, to make sure that the light kept buming at the alter, to praise
the Lord, and to raise their hands while they prayed.

3. Today's worship

The worship service must be the most momentous, urgent, and glorious
event. However, worship has lost its dignity and glory, because we have
neglected our worship service, become self—centered in our worship, and been
oblivious to God. We can conclude from this that we have never really known
God completely. And if we do not know God. we cannot worship God in
righteousness.

4, The biblical response

If we worship God in righteousness, we must first know Him by studying and
leamning the Bible that reveals Him. Therefore, 1} all the servants of the Lord
must pray, 2) all the servants of the Lord must read and teach the Bible, 3) all
the servants of the Lord must direct music, 4) and ail the servants of the Lord
must show respect to God.

4. Blessings of the night

The Lord, who created the heavens and the earth, will bless those who
fearfully meet God and worship Him with devotion at Zion.

I sincerely pray that you and I will be blessed and enjoy this happiness in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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