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Like Mount Zion
(Psalms 125:1-5)

The fact that Rome, which was as strong as iron, eventually fell
was not due to any military power but its own inner corruption and
cultural demoralization. Our modem society belongs to a new dark
age, which is full of cultural barbarians who pursue their own self—
contentment.

1. Christians must be like Mount Zion which is
unshakeable

Mount Zion is heroic, tranquil, and unshakeable whenever we
see it. Whenever God's people trust in the Lord, they can always
stand strong like a mountain and not be shaken. Those who build
their house upon faith in God cannot be shaken. This security is
not simply based on people's faith, but on God who protects His
people from wicked hands like the mountains surround Jerusalem. Mount Zion
is symbolic of Christians, while the mountains surrounding Mount Zion are
symbolic of God's presence, since He is always surrounding Christians (v. 2).
The mountains surrounding the holy castle town are like guards at the gate of a
castle, protecting it. In the same way, God's protection over us is not temporary
but forever. As long as we rejoice in it, His protection will continue forever.

2. When we are attacked by the wicked

In the time of Nehemiah and Ezra, although Jews lived in Israel, the scepter
of wicked kings ruled over Israel (v. 3). While God's people were living under
His Providence, they were simultaneously ruled by a worldly govemment. The
Lord does not give worldly power to the church, but to the nation's govemment.
Accordingly, we need to obey our country and be responsible to pray for our
rulers. Needless to say, a country does not always do what is right. Even the
people of God can be corrupted by worldly power. Therefore, the psalmist
shows us four countermeasures to this danger.

(1) Trust in God's promises

(2) Pray to God

(3) Receive the warnings

(4) Give blessings

3. In an unreliable time, we must frust only in God

St. Patrick was a Roman youth who brought Christianity into Ireland. When
he arrived at the age of 16, he was taken by an Irish pirate in England and made
a slave of an Irish chief. However six years later, he was able to escape. After
that, he was called by God to go back to Ireland as a missionary. He never had
any guardian to protect him, but he trusted in God. Anutime he went out to
preach the gospel, he continued to trust in the Lord, until Ireland had been
completely changed by the time of his death at the age of 66.

My beloved Christians!

As the psalmist confessed, "Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be shaken but endures forever" (v. 1). I sincerely pray that you and
[ will make this faithful confession like the psalmist in the name of Jesus Christ.
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