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Lifting up our eyes
(Psalm 123:1-4)

This psalm is the fourth psalm of ascents, which pilgrims sang as
they ascended joyfully to the temple. However, we see that, all of
a sudden, its content has shifted from a joyful song into an
entreatment. Perhaps, this psalm was written when the Jews were
being greatly ridiculed during their exile in Babylon, or perhaps
when they were persistently prevented by the people of Samaria
from rebuilding their wall after they had retumed from exile to
[srael.

1. We lift our eyes and look fo the Lord

Christians must always stand where they can look up toward the
Lord their God. As a Christian, you need to keep your eyes on
Him and look towards Him. Moreover, you need to pay attention
to all of His teachings and instruction with patience. You need to serve, even
with a mere trifle of joy and look to the hand of the Lord by looking for His
charity, supply, and salvation. Christians do not have any other sources which
they can trust. Christians must look to the Lord with fear, obedience, caution,
succession, expectation, simplicity, humility, and entreatment.

2. We have much contempt towards us

The psalmist experienced the ridicule and contempt that Nehemiah, son of
Hacaliah, had experienced when he was despised by the arrogant. When he was
despised, he didn't retaliate, but prayed to God by calling for His help
(Nehemiah 4:40). Moreover, He continued to work silently toward the goal God
had given him. He was faithful to the work that he had received with a clear
awareness of God's purpose.

We know that God's grace is in Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must approach
the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need (Hebrews 4:16).

3. Slaves among slaves

The only way that you can be drawn up away from sin and arrogance is
when you receive God's grace and righteousness. John Newton, who preached
the gospel in Africa, did not give up on even a single person during his
missionary work. Whenever he reached the point of despair, he said, "because
God saved a wretch like me."

Conclusion

As we walk on the path of a pilgrim, we will often come across despair.
Whenever that happens, we need to understand what is happening to us and
thank God for His grace and righteousness. He has made us alive with Christ.
He has raised us up with Christ. He has seated us with Christ in the heavenly
realms. His mercy will lead us up to fill that graceful seat.

We can consecrate ourselves to God by becoming convinced of God's grace
and by devoting ourselves to the highest level of obedience. Every day, as vou
lift up your eyes and look to God, you will be given His grace and
righteousness. | sincerely pray that all of you will become God's faithful people
in Jesus Christ.
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