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Pray for the peace of Jerusalem
(Psalm 122:1-9)

This psalm is the third psalm of ascents for people to sing, as
they ascend to the temple.

1. Ascending to Jerusalem

This fact that Jewish people love Jerusalem cannot be
compared with anything else. It was at the time of King David that
Jerusalem became a Jewish city, a political and religious city.

In this psalm, Jerusalem is described as a holy city or a heavenly
castle town. The psalm describes Jerusalem with three points. This
Jerusalem on earth is an ideal, reminiscing King David,
symbolically representing the church, and prophetically anticipating
anew Jerusalem.

2. The city on earth

The Jerusalem on earth is only a weak representation compared to the
heavenly castle town. However, this Jerusalem is still cause for the pilgrim to
rejoice in his own mind. The psalmist stands at the gate of Jerusalem, expressing
Jerusalem in three ways: its unity, its justice, and the need for peace,

3. Our Jerusalem, the church

Just as Jerusalem was for ancient Israel, so Jesus Christ's church is for us. Our
Jerusalem is a place where justice will be worked out. Through Jesus Christ's
redemptive death, God declares that we are righteous. God's church is not only
a place where justice is served for God's people, but also for society.

How many times have we prayed for our Jerusalem? The warfare in the
church has to stop. As the apostle Paul said to those struggling with each other
in the Philippian church, "l plea with Euodia and Sunthiche to agree each other
in the Lord." We should attain peace.

Conclusion

We still look towards the heavenly Jerusalem which is coming. Pilgrims have
not vet reached this objective destination. In the meantime, we should keep our
eves on the foundation of the heavenly castle that God is planning and building

In the book of Revelation written by the apostle John, we look forward to the
holy city, a new Jerusalem which will come down from heaven. From this
Jerusalem, the living water flows from God's throne. This is not an ideal, but the
reality of our future. The Bible, on the one hand, records biblical history and
depicts the glory, joy, and eteral protection of God's people in things like the
earthly Jerusalem. On the other hand, it uses symbolism to reveal our future
reality, the heavenly Jerusalem.

Jude says in the New Testament, "To him who is able to keep vou from
falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with
great jov..."(Jude 1:24).

By looking forward to the new Jerusalem and embracing the Lord in our
hearts, [ sincerely pray that all of us will attain the peace of the church in Jesus
Christ.
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