H 928 =

19919 11 249 7

2009 108 254 @

O u=H O
AFA
o) A

3. Wek 2 7 L.
“d7} o syl J%e nele
(Qsh=S 112 408)

DN —

& 200941 = HO{ &
M7{of BtL|Ct (2 5:13, A 11:1)

w o
(ST D=

(A% 120:1-7)

A® 120-1348 ‘0] E27ke il 2he BAIE =01 Qs
Lch

1. &2 S

SRS ‘HHd stPke ey o tal the 72 HEd
Bi=3

D 27k A2 A QoA S5 m717] B Aol

@ g42 =07k Aotk

(QHFEE0NAM O|ABIAE 7H= A0

@uiE 27| o RS0 AREECR g2k A0

O] Aol THE AloilM B sl 2AE 22 AHY A9 S8 UEL
QUR] ST Tt SRLPES) o OFA] IEEHA] X8 SEARE0] w3 7
2z BH0M 52 MM FOR ge7hal e FBAHY BEE Q8
7 Qs

2. O] M5O M 21

£ Ao o R4 thEt Agt, dRlols dRFER 7HE AEE |l
o8 GOl AZSIAL Qe 0159 B =22 AR

O AR sk o1

SEOIA efshs 0152 MUE Bole AME EYUTh 0152 AN Ye
S H0lE SS0A RRIES L Sl 7I=RUTHRE). T 7RE 22
7H AL QlE MIBO] ORI E EOEU, LBV ZIFS 221280] H71E €
SITHA AN ZRE s B2t AN 7I=E ot g siEetal 71=ao}
St

QHIYE R oIRE

R AFE2 AH10] BRE Holal, BRE Aohe AlRoEtaL 8245t
ARE AR S TR GEUH ARRE F7U TE ARO HED E 58 0 1o
SAL S TSI

589 HAD AZS G O|FUTE HIAIS OS] OFE 2 m]7HQlE Q]
oo, A2 e o]2nidle] OFEUL 0152 B S0 B3l2e 4fe &
| SQEUITE g7 M0 Ak 22 HIR] QI HEA1e] FRolAf HE
&0] Bhz A3} 2ok A7 B9 AL

&8 TR,

EAOA 22l SME doPke 29 443 AXE AT SRl gU]
t}. Ol Mol g7t 2oz diie Ho| glgtth J12ER 0298 AJRSH
1L LS ST RS TIEIHskL AR BElE TEjicke 87t 4RE
Sl 22k ke REc A2 EF AL

HIS Aol &R|2 Gttt §8& 2|5k meichs A2k 6E0] HAY
E FHY 0|52 71E5] 4T

l_,

00l

Jong-yun Lee ( Senior Pastor)

A song of ascents to the temple
(Psalm 120:1-7)

In these fifteen Psalms (120—134), we find the common title, 'A
song of ascents.'

1. Songs of ascents

Scholars explain possible meanings of the title, "song of
ascents":

(1) Ascending in the Psalm as symbolic gradations or stairs

OIE R EAHMST3| L) leading to the temple.

a

(2) Ascending to the temple for regular worship

(3) Ascending from the exile of Babylon to Israel

(4) Ascending for the annual religious pilgrimages to Jerusalem
This psalm does not reach the usual level of faith and spirituality that other

psalms do. It was originally intended for pilgrims to sing as they were on their

way to God's castle town. However, through this image, Christians can gain

encouragement, as they ascend to heaven from this dark world.

2. Gentiles in this world

What is surprising in this psalm is that it doesn't mention Jerusalem. What is
more, the ascent to Jerusalem is still only an idea, as the residents feel nostalgia
living in a foreign country.

(1) Neighbors who tell a lie

Verse 3 seems to express what other individuals had been saying. The people
pray that they would be saved from these lving lips and deceitful tongues (v. 2).
These pravers express the kind of world we are living in. If we want to be true
Christians, we must pray that we would be saved from deceit, but not pray
deceitfully.

(2) Neighbors who have hostile feelings

Most people think that they love peace, but they don't. When others
accomplish their goals and become more successful, they get angry and
sorrowful. Meshech and Kedar are people mentioned in verse 5. Meshech, who
is Japheth's son, means 'barbarian', and Kedar is Ishmael's son. Both people
liked wars and didn't live in peace. Just as God's people lived among such
people in the world, Christians should learn how to live with barbarians and
violators within their own curtains.

Conclusion

This psalm confirms that Christians who live in the world undergo repeated
suffering and pain. There is really no house where Christians may rest in the
world. Therefore, only Christians who admire the Lord, yeam to make friends
with other faithful Christians, and long for the peace of Zion, deserve to sing the
songs of ascents to the temple. Though we live in the world, we must yeam to
ascend to the temple everyday. | eamestly pray that all of us will sing a song of
ascent in the name of Jesus Christ.
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