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Obedience and salvation
(Psalm 119:153-168)

Since his enemies are still near him, the psalmist expresses his
obedience by waiting quietly for the Lord and praying for
deliverance from his enemies. Obedience is not an option but a
requirement of being a disciple. Likewise, obedience is a
requirement for us so that God might intervene on our behalf and
save us.

1. Confession without practice

Jesus Christ spoke directly about obedience in the last part of
His Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:49). Jesus pointed out that
there are those who do not live according to obedience amongst
confessing people. He said that if a person does not obey the
Lord, they do not belong to Him. This was a reference to Israel's disobedience.
As a result of their disobedience, Jerusalem had been brought down by
Babylon. Later, confession without practice was also a problem in the early
church. Faith without obedience has no value; it is just the same as if we despise
the faith. This problem, however, is still widespread in the church. If one
thousand people are killed by disbelief, ten thousand people are killed by
confession without practice.

2. What the psalmist knows
If we want to be faithful disciples, we must immerse ourselves deeply in the
Bible. If we want to get immersed, we must first of all obey what is written in the
Bible. This psalm demonstrates this in four verses.
(1) God's compassion is great (v. 156).
(2) The Lord's words are true (v. 160).
(3) An individual's peace comes from individual obedience (v. 165).
(4) Obedience gives us security (v. 165).

3. Obedience and God's word

Obedience is implied by what we believe about God and what we rely on.
Therefore, there is no road to being a real disciple without studying the Bible.
Christians can obey God only by studying His word and leaming the way of
following the Lord.

We have to study the Bible daily, studving it systematically, inclusively, and
devotionally through prayer. But cannot read the Bible without the Spirit's
inspiration and guidance, and we cannot obey God without receiving the grace
of Christ.

4. Salvation and God's word

The psalmist called out with his whole heart that he wanted to be saved. The
psalmist knew that he was saved because he obeyed God's word, and loved His
laws. Moreover, he praved that he would be saved by the God who promised to
save him.

My beloved Christians!
By studying the Bible each day and obeying His word, [ sincerely pray that all
of you will become God's faithful people in the name of Jesus Christ.
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