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God’ s word delivers from
persecution and affliction

(Psalm 119:17-32)

The persecution and affliction of this psalm refer to Christians
who are persecuted and afflicted “for righteousness.” The psalmist
explains that God’ s blessings are for those who live in accordance
with God’s law. Then, he describes how they had started to follow
God’ s law in their youth, but now face persecution and affliction.

1. Our present persecutions and afflictions come to us
because of righteousnes.

The psalmist characterizes persecution and affliction in four
points:

@ Alienation — Jesus says, “As vou do not belong to the world,
the world hates you.” (John 15:19-20)

@ Slander — Slander is given in response to our zeal for God and His law.

@ Insult or shame — When Christians decide to live according to God's
word, they may have occasions when they are insulted or put to shame.

@ Sorrow — The psalmist acts and lives in accordance with God's law, but
he is sorrowful because he has been refused by the world and wrongfully
blamed.

In every case, we as Christians must pray, “Keep me true to Your word.”

2. Live according fo God' s word!

The psalmist studied God’s word and wanted to live according to it.
However, because he knew that he could not fulfill God’s purpose for himself,
he praved in the following way:

@ Open my eves (vv. 18—19)!

@ Teach me Your decrees (v. 26)!

(3) Let me understand the teaching of Your precepts (v. 27)!

@) Keep me from deceitful ways (v. 29)!

3. Pursue His words aggressively!

God is our teacher. Therefore, we must love and respect Him, as well as
meditate and enjoy His word.

To live a life of devotion, we must follow His word with three verbs.

@ We must choose the wav of truth correctly (v. 30).

2 We must hold fast to His statutes (v. 31).

(3 We must run in the path of His commands (v. 32).

My beloved congregation!

The Apostle Paul confessed that he had fought the good fight, run the race in
the path of His commands, and kept the faith for the crown prepared for him.
Just as he vearned for Jesus’ coming, not being afraid of persecution and
affliction because of his righteousness, and living in accordance with God’s
word, [ sincerely pray that all of us will be God'’s faithful people in the name of
Jesus Christ!
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English Ministry Retreat

Dependence on God

Rev. Joshua Cho

[ am delighted to introduce
our English ministry’s summer
retreat for 2009. Our theme for
this year will be “Dependence
on God.” The idea for this
theme came from my personal
meditation as I reflected on the
meaning of humility this past
vear. Humility is a difficult thing
to grasp, especially since the moment you think you are
being humble, you are not! Of course, what makes it even
more difficult are the inaccurate conceptions of humility
floating around in our head as deflecting compliments,
being self —deprecating about our accomplishments, or
physically bowing low as we meet people at church.

While these might be possible outer expressions of
humility, true humility, if I might offer a definition, is really a
proper perception of ourselves before God. And what
would be a proper perception of ourselves? To see
ourselves as totally and completely dependent on God. On
the flipside, to see ourselves as independent would be the
definition of pride and would be demonstrating our
blindness to the fact that God has created us and continues
to uphold us in our very existence. So then, the theme,

Dependence on God, is really
about humility. During this
retreat, we want to practice
weakening pride and cultivating
humility by perceiving ourselves
as dependent and acting out
our dependence before God in
praver.

[ am also excited about the
fact that this retreat will be our
official second retreat of our
ministry’s history. At last vear’s refreat, we were blessed
with a schedule packed with intense teaching about the
“Community of Peace.” In shifting gears, we wanted to
continue intense teaching, but with some guided, individual
time for praver and reflection. This would be a time for
each person to come before God and tackle his or her
own issues of pride, and to begin applying all that we had
leamed up to that point. This is important, because we
often walk away from a retreat loaded with information,
but with very little practice on applying what we leamed
and with very little actual time for prayer. We hope that this
refreat will be different.

While our retreat will be mainly focused on English—
speakers, we want to welcome anyone who is interested in
spending quality time with God and developing humility!
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