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(Giving thanks to the Lord who is good.
(Psalms 118:1-29)

Psalm 118 continues to repeat Psalm 117, "For great is his love
toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever," as the
main message.

1. When Israelites marched in the past

This psalm was used when the Israelites marched in the festivals
for deliverance. Because the words appear repeatedly, it is
appropriate for them to sing this hymn when they march.
Moreover, this is the last song of the Egyptian Hallel and its climax.

This psalm represents the protection and joy that the Jews
experienced from the time when they were slaves in Egypt, to the
time when they were delivered and brought to Mount Zion.
Remembering their deliverance as slaves and rebuilding their nation, they may
have been singing this hymn. We should also read this psalm with thanksgiving.

2. The Christian's Psalm

Remembering the work of Jesus, not only Jews but all Christians should be
singing this Psalm about the Lord's mercy. It is surprising that this Psalm was
mentioned in the article about the suffering of Jesus Christ. In fact, this Psalm
was about the Lord who saved Israel. It didn't say Messiah directly, but many
important phrases were frequently mentioned in the New Testament about
Jesus. In these respects, we can say that Psalm 118 is the last of the Messianic
hymns.

3. Those who are alive, praise the Lord!

The man who was dead was silent. Only a man who is alive can praise the
Lord. Are we not holding our tongue like a dead man? If we were saved and
protected by the Lord, we should be living to become the Lord's witnesses.

Therefore, the psalmist says, "I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the
Lord has done."(v 17)

Conclusion: Verses 27—29 of this Psalm talk about our relationship to God
Almighty.

(1) The Lord is God (v. 27).

(2) You are my God (v. 28).

(3) Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever (v. 29).

Though he was oppressed, the Lord freed him. Though he was attacked, he
was saved by the Lord. Though he talked about apostasy, God saw him good.

What do those who are saved by Jesus Christ do? God's calling was given to
those who were delivered from sin. If we are like them, then we should give
thanks to the Lord, first of all, and diligently devote ourselves to the calling that
the Lord has given us. We should make his light shine upon all nations.
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