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Jong-yun Lee ( Senior Pastor)

The shortest psalm
(Psalms 117:1-2)

This is the shortest poem in the psalter. The faith connoted in
this poem 1s great and its influence upon us is marvelous. No
matter how short it 1s, the work of the Spirit cannot be limited.
Pastor Charles Spurgeon found five profound doctrines in this
poem: (1) the Gentiles' calling, (2) the gospel's generalization, (3)
the purpose of blessings, (4) the duty of God's people, and (5) the
privilege of God's people.

1. All the nations!

The psalmist called on all the nations and their peoples to praise
the Lord. This is not related to their belief or piety. Not all people
will be saved by God but only those who have faith in God and are
transformed through Jesus Christ. This is called "Christian
Universalism." Consequently, this is the missionary's poem to call all people to
praise the Lord.

Because of his foolishness not to look to others, or to become absorbed by his
self—satisfaction, there are frequent, dangerous occasions when the missionary
may forget his mission to call Gentiles, and imit "Christian Universalism." At the
time of the early church, the Jewish people were indifferent to the Gentiles'
salvation and in fact thought of it very negatively.

The fact that this matter was the main issue during the meeting at Jerusalem
n Acts 15 made this an important turning point in the history of church. By
effectively defeating the argument that Gentile believers must be required to be
circumcised and obey the law of Moses in order to be accepted by God's people,
Paul brought us the victory of the gospel.

2. The Lord's mercy is great

The reason why Gentiles must praise the Lord along with the Jewish people
is that the Lord's mercy is everlasting. Since the Jewish people returned from
their exile in Babylon knowing the greatness of the Lord's love, they praised the
Lord. Since we know that we are saved through the work of atonement, we
should praise Him with an even stronger emotion than that.

3. God's love is superior

"For great is his love toward us" (v. 2). Here, the word 'great' means the
overflowing of love due to its superior quality. When God's love overflows to His
people, we can gain victory against all obstacles and enemies. The Apostle Paul
said that nothing in all creation would be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38—39).

4. The power of the Lord's love is everlasting

"The faithfulness of the Lord endures forever" (v. 2). The word, 'faithfulness,
means the word 'amen.' 'Amen’' can be translated as truth, solidity, and trust.
These days, the word, 'amen,' is one of the few words used in common all over
the world. When this word is used referring to God, we are taught about God's
immutable nature. Therefore, we call Him the God of truth, and Amen.

My beloved congregation!

By praising His great and superior love, as well as His eternal truth, like the
psalmist, I pray that all of us will be God's faithful people in the name of Jesus
Christ!
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