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A Message by John the Baptist
(Matt. 3:1-12)

It is God who reveals His word. However, He kept silent for over 400
years since the death of Malachi the prophet. After that time, there was no
prophet. And the man, who broke the silence and appeared during the
miserable period of the time, was John the Baptist.

1. Avoice of one calling in the desert

“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the desert of Judea
and saving,” (v. 1).

John the Baptist started his mission in the wildemess where there was no
one living, or around. Nevertheless, hoards of people came crowding to
him from all Judea and around the Jordan River, including Jerusalem.
Upon hearing the sermon of John the Baptist, crowds of people confessed to their sins and
were baptized in the Jordan River.

The mission of John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus to begin His work. The
entire life of John the Baptist, whose father was a high priest named Zacharias and mother
Elizabeth, was to focus on his mission to prepare the way for Jesus. And a younger relative
on Elizabeth’s side was Mary who was the mother of Jesus. Fate works in a wonderful
way for them. The mission of John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus was received
before Jesus was bom. It is written that John in the womb leaped for joy when Mary,
conceived with Jesus, came near (Luke 1:42).

2. Repent of your sins!

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matt. v. 1).

Breaking the silence of 400 long vears, God said first, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is near” through John the Baptist. ‘Repent’ means our retuming back to the Lord.
We must first of all repent of our sins in order to tum and come back to the Lord.

“Let the wicked forsake his way and an evil man his thoughts. Let him tum to the Lord,
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, he will freely pardon” (Is. 55:7).

The fact that we forsake evil things and sinful thoughts, and retum to the Lord means
‘repentance’. In this way alone, God will receive our repentance and will have mercy on
us, and freely pardon us.

3. The kingdom of heaven is near

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (v. 8).

The reason why we must quickly repent of our sins is that the kingdom of heaven is
near. Now, we must hear the voice of John the Baptist calling in the desert. In light of
seeing John the Baptist who was bom as a person with a calling, and who lived as a
person with a calling, we must repent indeed of the life we are living. Because, the
kingdom of heaven is very near.

My beloved Christians!

In front of our Almighty God, who created all things in the universe with His Word, and
His unending love upon us forever, whatever we do, we must do it for the name of Jesus.

Our life and work on the earth must be to spread the Gospel and obey God's Word
until the time of Jesus retum.

By living in Jesus and for Jesus like John the Baptist, I sincerely hope that you will
enjoy the heaven'’s joy, peace, and happiness.
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