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The Covenant that Affixed Seals to an Agreement
(Neh 9:31-38)

The wall of Jerusalem was completed, and many people lived within
the wall. The Israelites attended worship before God for the first time in
as long as 140 years and listened to God's word, confessed with tears,
and celebrated the feast of Tabemacles before God with great joy and
happiness. And after they celebrated the feast of Tabemacles, they
assembled together again.

1. God's truthfulness never changes

"On the twenty—fourth day of the same month, the Israelites
gathered together, fasting and wearing sack—cloth and having dust on
their heads. Those of Israelite descent had separated themselves from all
foreigners. They stood in their place and confessed their sins and the
wickedness of their fathers"(w. 1-2).

The people had to gather together again, fast, wear sackcloth, have dust on their
heads, and pray to God. They, through God's word, realized the reason why they had
been captured alive by Babylon for nearly 140 years, had been violated and had
underwent so much suffering.

By confessing their sins, the people of Judah could not help examining the past
history. By praying to God, they knew and concretely understood the reason why
God chose Abraham, rescued them from Egypt, conquered the land of promise,
Canaan, enriching their lives, and began the period of the monarch rising up King
Dawid, thanks to God's grace and His truth. And they realized that the work of Israel
did not happen by chance but in the abundant presence of God.

2. The Israelites who were arrogant and disobeyed

In Nehemiah 9, God was truthful to Israel and He spoke, "Because they were
arrogant by themselves, they didn't obey God's word." And this repeatedly appears(vv.
9:15-17, 25, 26, 29). God was gracious, merciful and slow to anger. He kept His
covenant, gave a chance for confession, and held them to His unique truthfulness.
Nevertheless, the Israelites repeatedly committed a sin.

3. God's grace confinues fo the one who truly confesses

"In all that has happened to us, you have been just; you have acted faithfully, while
we did wrong"(v. 33).

The people of Israel did not blame God for the sufferings that they underwent.
They realized the reason why after Judah had collapsed, they were caught by Babylon
as a war prisoner, and went through various hardships and shame, not due to God,
but from leaving God's word themselves, and acting in their own lordly manner.

The truthful confession is one in which we recognize our sins and completely tum
back from the wrong path. While we are living in the world, we cannot help
committing sins. However, God's children have an opportunity to confess their sins.
And the truthful confession means that we must determine and make up our mind to
confess our sins before God and people(37-39).

The people of Israel realized their sins, and gave their promises to God to never
leave His word. And then in order to stand firm in their determination, the Israelites
made a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and affixed their seals to .

My beloved Christians!

God is the God of love who gladly receives all people who confess, and He
forgives their sins. God is greatly pleased when sinners truly confess and come back to
Him. By holding the cross of Christ firmly with truthful confession and thorough
obedience, | eamestly hope that you will be God's people receiving God's life in
abundance.
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