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A Life That Changed a Sigh into Praise
(Ruth 4:13-22)
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The God of the Bible that we believe in is a God of the come—
from—behind victory. When Moses became a murderer and left Egypt
to wander the wildness for forty years, he thought that everything was
finished at the age of eighty. But God appeared to him in the midst of
the buming bush at Sinai and used him as a great leader in the Exodus.
Because of his brothers' jealousy, Joseph was sold into Egypt, but there
he became its Prime Minister. Not only that, but Daniel, Job, and many
others in the Bible lived come—from—behind lives by God's
intervention.

1. The God of the come—from—behind victory
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Although Naomi's family left to go to Moab because of a famine,
she suffered even more difficulty while she was there. She lost her husband and her
two sons. There was nothing left for her, except for the bittemess of life. However,
God started to intervene in the midst of her tragic life.

Later, Ruth met Boaz and got married. He became the kinsman—redeemer to
Naomi and Ruth. Boaz and Ruth gave birth to a son (w, 14—15), whose name was
Obed. Obed became the father of Jesse, who became the father of David. Jesus Christ
came into this world through this bloodline. When they thought that evervthing had
ended, God was just beginning. What is more, God sent his one and only Son, who
became the passage through which we receive blessing.

What situation are you in now? Do you think that everything has ended for you?
Never give up! God's only Son, who was innocent came to become a passage of
blessing. Others also functioned as passages of blessing. They were no different from
you or me. Even from birth, they were very undignified and sinful people with plenty
of faults like you and me. Therefore, whoever believes in God can never give up. Our
God is the One who brings the come—from—behind victory. He is the God of the
resurrection who brought our Lord Jesus Christ from death to life.

Barack Obama, a black man, was elected to be the 44th President of the United
States of America. He was bom to a black father from Kenva and a white mother
from America. He faced the conflict of extreme polarity as he wrestled with his identity
between his half brothers. He struggled as a drug user. Such a man as this started a
new life in Chicago and met his spiritual mentor, Pastor Jeremiah Wright. Finally, he
met God and believed in Him as a come—from—behind God. After he was elected as
a senator from the Democratic Party on March 2004, he said, "We had no money.
We didn't even have an organization to hold an election." Nobody really thought that
Barack Obama, a featherweight from the south with a ridiculous name, was going to
win the presidential election. He delivered his famous speech, "We stand here now.
The fact that we stand here is a witness that anyone can have a come—from—behind
life in the midst of God's grace, Yes we can! Yes we can! We can do it!"

The God of the Bible can write a come—from—behind drama in your life. This is
something that can be done only by Him.

My beloved Christians!

Look at the God of the come—from—behind victory! Don't ever give up! Declare
that you will never give up your desire for revival in your family, workplace, and
church! Just as the world of David and our Lord Jesus Christ was made possible
through the hopeless lives of Naomi and Ruth, we must firmly believe that God's glory
will come and God's kingdom will be extended. I sincerely pray that all of you will be
God's people who win the victory in the name of Jesus Christ.
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