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Giving glory only to God
(Psalms 115:1-18)

Most commentators do not regard this poem as a psalm of
victory, but explain that Israelites made an appeal for God's help
while they were frustrated and in despair. The main idea, however,
1s trusting in God rather than appealing for God's help.

1. Prayers for God's glory (w. 1-8)

There are three essential points connoted in the prayers.

(1) Help us, so that the glory will not go to human beings, but to

God!

(2) We pray that the glory must be only to God!

(3) We pray, O Lord, that Your name would not be mocked by
the nations, because you have saved us, your people.

It is very appropriate to say that psalmists' prayers are similar to the points
mentioned above. Gentile people could not understand why we worship a God
who has not been seen by us. It is deeply meaningful that God prevents us from
making any image, when we worship Him. God is the everlasting God, not to be
compared with any images. If we substitute the seen creation for God,
worshippers would be misled by it. Therefore, the second commandment must
be emphasized to prevent our understanding of God from being deteriorated by
idolatry.

2. Trust in the Lord (w. 9-11)

What are the things that God's people must do? We must worship. And in
verses 9—11, the Bible says that His people should trust in the Lord while
worshipping Him, because He is our help and our shield. Idols are incapable of
doing anything, and are completely powerless.

3. The Lord's blessings (w. 12-13)

If we trust in the Lord, we cannot be in despair. He is living and trustworthy;
He gives good things to those who look for Him; He loves those who believe in
Him and obey Him. The Bible says, "O house of Israel, O house of Aaron, and
those who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord" (verses 5—11), and He blesses them
(verses 12—13). He blesses those who fear the Lord, no matter how small and
great they are.

4. Extol the Lord (w. 14-18)

God is the Almighty God, in whom we must trust. How do we repay him?
(1) Be faithful stewards!

(2) Praise the Lord continuously!

My beloved congregation!
If we are Christians, we must praise the Lord who is living. By having spiritual

victory in the world, I hope that you and I will praise the Lord both now and
forevermore in the name of Jesus!
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