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Repentance and the Kingdom of Heaven
(Matt 4:12-17)

Jesus decided Galilee to be the first place to receive the Gospel and, to
reveal, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

Repentance and the kingdom of heaven were the first words of Jesus’
teaching. John the Baptist had preached a message like this in the desert.
The words, repentance and the kingdom of heaven are of great biblical
importance, being two pillars in living our life of faith.

1. Repent!

The word repent in Greek refers to ‘metanoeo’” which is a compound

g%i“;% = WEReOl B shet), TR DRl ke o) 5rE ﬁ:' word of ‘meta’ meaning ‘to repair or ‘to differ’ and ‘noeo’ meaning ‘to
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his mind and thought.

It is not easy to explain the concept of ‘repentance’ in words. That's why Jesus
explains it through the figure of the prodigal son in Luke 15. The phrase ‘came to senses’
appears in Luke 15:17. This is the very word of ‘metanoeo’. The fact that the son left his
home, realized that he was a sinner, and then confessed and came back to his father,
teaches what repentance is in the Bible.

Many people confuse regret with repentance. Iscariot Judas who had sold Jesus
regretted once. But repentance as revealed in the Bible does not mean a sharp regret or
sense of quilt.

David who had taken the wife of Uriah, the loval servant and committed a crime of
murder to conceal the fact, regretted his mistake by flooding his bed with weeping,
drenching it with tears. But this regret was not that he did. He came to the Lord, confessed
his own guilt, and entreated God's mercy to recover the joy of salvation. Then, in
retrospect, he lived his new life. This is real repentance.

2. The kingdom of heaven is near

Jesus says in John 14, “ am going there to prepare a place for you. And if [ go and
prepare a place for you, [ will come back and take you with me so that you also may be
where [am.”

Like this, the kingdom of God has a futuristic concept. The new heaven and new earth,
that is to say, the kingdom of God that is prepared by Jesus Christ has not vet fully and
completely come to us. It also has a modem concept of being in the midst of us.

When Jesus said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near,” the word ‘near’,
‘enagiken’ in Greek refers to the meaning of ‘amived’ in terms of distance more than
time. There is a very good expression in the English translation, “Kingdom of God is at
hand”. In other words, the kingdom of God is very close, within striking distance of the
hand. This kingdom of God indicates Jesus Himself. The kingdom of God in the Bible
means the time and space in which God’ s sovereignty and works are completed.

My beloved Christians!

Because of many sinful acts, we do not go to hell, but because of un—repentance we
go to hell. It is not because of manv sinful acts that we cannot experience the kingdom of
God. If we don’t repent our sins, we are not able to experience the presence of Jesus, the
kingdom of heaven, and His work.

All of us must repent our sins that we have committed every day. By enjoying the
forgiveness of sins, possessing the kingdom of heaven, and enjoving the power of the
kingdom of God, I eamestly hope that you will be the blessed people of God.
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' English Ministry Retreat \ ..':.‘

Coming Together and Crying Out »

Rev. Steven Martinolich

I would like to personally invite you to attend our summer 2012 English Ministry Refreat. The theme forithis,
retreat is ‘Coming Together and Crying Out’. Coming together as a Church, as a body of Christ, as a brother and
sister, we will worship our almighty God, and cry out together to Him. We will spend time praying for each other,
revealing our intimate prayers, hopes, visions, and dreams, And we will also ask together, for our families and friends,
for ourselves, for our future in loving and serving Him. We will ask God for His anointing, His gifting, His enabling us
in every area of our lives so we can truly grow in our faith and witness of Him.

Our retreat time is always filled with fun activities, as well as time to relax and rest. Please do not worry about your
age, your English ability, your familiarity with other Church members, for our English Ministry welcomes and
promotes a free atmosphere making everyone feel at home and at peace.

We will leave July 13th, at 9:30am and retum home July 14th, at 2:00pm. Entire families are very welcome. Bring
your kids, and we will all have a blessed time together.

Please contact Jang Kweong—Won Jipsanim to register. The registration deadline in Wednesday, July 11th.

Cell: 010—-3278-2048,  e—mail: simon_jang@hotmail.com
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