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A Great Light in the Darkness
(Matt. 4:12-16)

The time when Jesus defeated temptation and wholeheartedly started
His work was just after John the Baptist was put in prison.

John the Baptist was a forerunner, in other words, the messenger. He
knew very well who he was, and what he had to do. He urged the people
to repent with ‘a voice of one calling in the desert’. When the people
presumed him to maybe be the Messiah and greeted him in expectation, he
said that they should see God's lamb, Agnus Dei, Jesus Christ who is to
come and cary the sin of the world.

19 30| AZHYSLICH 5|5 2o BB E ZE510] 2o] 2 Vi
Lé_}: ﬁli‘j ﬁg} ;ia‘_ﬁéﬁggjguf 9:14; ](E}]OE}/K-]—' Eg{i;i R \ Then John the Baptist was arrested, because he exposed the corruption
_LLE- 15_2 ;}o : :;X?o—‘*v CJ;KLL-O A‘EC;:L‘EOE ué ’ O; O]-E x:UT B A B A} of King Herod, which incurred his anger. John the Baptist who was put in
Tt 2918 BISHOlLE B2 Aof= LE0A) Ok=S APAZAIEL, (M2me o prison was beheaded shortly after. Although his tragic and short life made

e o) D245 HERRAY NS BBV S4aUT ot
A mAlo] o] BORIA 20| U ARE, Q810) AHES AP GELI), 181
o4: T12)229] Ajeio] AlHgLIT,

1. Z40F

O 282 G ZAES FAOE AIS AEGHSUCE AR ol5EH
A 7HILEES BIES A 282 aiHo] Jls RAEE SH2E S AlEGR A2
THOroll AXIARE0] ofm| ofdg B QlEUIT Z28el= £9F0HL, QHEth= 8, 1
A R ol A= O[89 BOJEEAL 22 QH, BAIS ATH BOIISHIT

IOk dl4=H0] EXIE Aok, TIE1A OfF BAIE E2 SuK e 71X
& SHITHE U AIRARCR 7S AQUTE 28Ut He 499 8, 490
AEE0A A MR BEE Hothl7] 918) Z8EI0lA ASE AIRSHIEH B
o] oY) EME FHYT FUAER ARIEY 715AS R7)7] 918l dlHE &
Ol BTk At g L7100 FTHOl 7HAIR] QFSHTHR 7:1).

2. TR0 Hof ot =

S0l g2 W go] 2 HlE Bl ALY Bt 150 g2 ARSI HOl HIX Y
EOHoI=LEN (168),

AFSS B 5 g2 RS 2 GRS E BE ARE YRS E T 7
AECRE 2281 HEr] g, 288 A0 1 Q3 40ld AFRE0] 11 )
AE OEY B’ ERLITE

HIZ 1 5S¢0l Gk Mg S0, AFT} 1500 g2 Mg S0 2 R0] AgisU
T} O] 42 gEg &l Hon 2219 HEE BIF0f £90] ZE0]4L £9i0] AR
AURE Lz A LTt

QoS GSPAA 22E B} HEE] B0 BAIE oA shHY 20 6
B A1 @ KZ 01g] ZEE|E SEA ohAl=LIEE S dofd Hgo] 2 |
& H11APEY] 157 Boj| AZEH RHollA] O] HIZ|E=LF (AF9:1). OJAIORS] O] ot
£ 05 IBI 2w AE SoiA GFHUL LEETIR LB 4 72T RISHS
2 4754 Qs AU

AR AE SE,

Ug) Hioh] £501Q & E2 AAEE01Q ASS LRI 19| 42771 8 Hy
O]Y 0= USIE o2 HIA =20l 9] 7]0jet 3ol 0171 51 0] OFETE
2 Be H2sH o1 Sholet (@H 29.

2| B YO g oz AR 2T ofLE, Ok ol E 2] 6kl SU0)A
sl Q= e GEES FAE Awole Yl AFE AES 2 Z4BH7IE S
HO| 0| E0R £ ShT

us feel a great sadness, he successfully accomplished his mission as a
forerunner of Jesus Christ. As Moses had ended his mission in the desert, so did John the
Baptist. Just then Jesus started His mission.

1. The land in the darkness

Jesus started His mission in Galilee as it”s the center of the towns along the coast. The
fact that Jesus really began His mission here and along Capemaum was already
prophesied by the prophets in the Old Testament. Since the land in Galilee was isolated
and alienated, it was called an alien land that was despised of and treated with contempt
even in Judea.

If Jesus had wanted to have a successtul career, and use His political and religious
influence, He should have gone to Jerusalem. However, Jesus first of all started His
mission in Galilee in order to preach the Gospel for those whom were isolated in an
isolated land. Moreover, Jesus knew that the Jewish people who were afraid of His
existence were trying to kill Him to keep their vested rights. That's why He didn’t go to
Jerusalem (John 7:1).

2. A great light dawned on the land of darkness

“The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned” (v. 16).

“The people living in the land of the shadow of death” primarily means all mankind.
However, more specifically, it explains the land of darkness where the isolated people lived
in the land of Zebulun and Naphtali, and the area of Galilee.

A great light dawned on those who lived in the darkness, and in the land of the shadow
of death. This is the light that saves our spirit and is the light of life that shines on our spirit
in order to reveal what is truth and what is not.

“In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future
he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the wav of the sea, along the Jordan—The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of
death a light has dawned” (Is 9:1-2). Isaiah’s prophesy was accomplished by Jesus’
mission and has continued to be accomplished in our lives without ceasing.

My beloved Christians!

“You are a chosen people, a roval priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of the darkness into his
wonderful light” (1Pet 2:9).

We all must live not only our lives as a people of light, but also in others as guiding
many souls who do not vet know Jesus and wander through the darkness. [ sincerely pray
that all of you will be able to fulfill the mission of light and salt in the name of Jesus Christ.
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