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The Right hand’ s relief to the needy when the
left hand doesn’ t know it

(Matt. 6:1-4)

We all live our life with the disease and mindset to want to boast about
everything. And this life runs into our spiritual life, and so we want to show
off our faith by making known to all what we dedicate, how we serve,
when we help the needy, and when we fast. Jesus wams us as follows:

“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of the righteousness” before men, to be
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven” (v. 1).

1. Do not be like the hypocrites

Jesus tells us that we should not show off and emphasizes the relief to
the needy. Bringing relief to the needy appeared not only in the five books
of Moses but also in many different places in the Bible. It is God’s special
request toward us (Deut. 10:18—20, 26:12). It is our God who loves orphans, widows, and
wanderers, feels pity for them and gives them His love.

With the book of Psalms and the handbook of the wisdom books as its center, God's
wonderful blessings to those who give to the needy are recorded in the book of Proverbs
19:17 and Psalms 14:1.

According to the word of the Law and Jewish tradition, the Jews gave to the needy
regularly and aimed vigorously to obey this. Nevertheless in regard to such a relief work,
Jesus reveals how to do this (v. 2). Whenever they gave to the needy, the Pharisees had to
do this in a holy and good way. However, they were not doing this. They outwardly
pretended to love the poor while they inwardly ignored them and just formally gave to the
needy to make themselves look great. Jesus spoke of them as ‘hypocrites’ . Before God, if
we are acting in this way, we bring insult to God’s divinity and character.

2. Give fo the needy in secret

When the Pharisees gave to the needy, they did it in the many synagogues and on the
street. However, Jesus says that when we give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing (v.3). All of these kinds of giving, e.g. giving in secret,
giving without having any reward, and the good helpful hand without being conscious of
other people’s eyes, only with a mind of God' s love and righteousness are the aspects of
relief that God wants.

If we give to the needy in secret, appropriate to words of Jesus, and give to the needy
in such a way that the left hand does not know what the right hand is doing, then God will
bless us in all our work and in everything we put our hand to (Deut. 15;10).

“There will always be poor people. Therefore, | command you to be openhanded
toward your brothers and toward to the poor and needy in vour land” (Deut. 15;11).

It will be good if in the world, there are no poor people who are in need. But God says
that there will always be poor people left in the world until the end. And through the poor
can be found a passage wav to receive God's blessings.

My beloved Christians,

Christians must be different from the worldly people. Though they give to the needy for
their name and glory, we must give to the needy in secret, and give to the needy without
having any reward.

Look to God who sees and rewards us in secret. By giving to the needy, devoting to
and serving people with a joyful and thankful mind, I eamestly pray that all of you and |
will accumulate a prize in heaven.
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