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The Dangerousness of Wrath
(Matt. 5:21-26)

In the text, we can see the pattem of phrases, “You have heard that it
was said:++ But [ tell you that.” This continually repeats in v. 21, 27, 31, 33,
38, and 43. In spite of clear objectives and spirit contained in the Law,
Pharisees interpreted the Law as they liked and made big mistakes.

Thereupon, in order to let them know the real meaning of the Law,
Jesus explains again, like the above mentioned pattem of the phrase, “You
have heard that it was said-+* But I tell you that.”

1. Do not murder

Jesus first of all chose a subject conceming murder in order to explain
the real objective and spirit of the commandment.

“You have heard that it was to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who
murders will be subject to judgment’” (v. 21).

Why don’t we murder? According to Pharisees’ logic, murder is the object of God's
judgment. However, the reason why we don’t murder is because God's holy image is
contained in all people. That is to say, God commands us not to murder to keep our life
precious in God' s image.

2. What is murder?

“But [ tell you that anvone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.
Again, anvone who says to his brother, ‘Raca’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But
anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell (v. 22).

Here ‘judgment’ means that someone condemns a murderer. Accordingly, if we get
angry at, or lose our temper towards anyone, it also causes us to commit murder. Taking a
step forward, it means that anyone who says to his brother, Raca” is answerable to the
Sanhedrin.

We insignificantly get angry at and lose our temper to someone a few times in a day.
Like this, Jesus says by getting angry and losing our temper towards someone is the same
thing as committing actual murder.

3. The reason why we don' t have fo get angry

Because human beings are made in God's image, their very existence is very precious.
If we are angw at, curse, and despise someone, it is just the same as being angry at, cursing,
and despising God who made us. Anger is the seed of murder. All murders come from
anger except a murder that happens unconsciously. God received Abel’s sacrifice but not
Cain’s At that time when Cain was angry at God, the murder already occurred.

My beloved Christians!

Jesus says that we must first of all be at peace with brothers before we worship. Our life
is a relationship. If we fail in the relationship, we don't fail in one part of life but all of our
life.

All of us should be released from the bondage of anger and keep all people precious in
our hearts, By showing the appearance of a beautiful and true worshipper, [ sincerely hope
that you will win.
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