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A Meticulous Habit That Leads to Winning
(Neh 2:11-20)

God does not work all by Himself. God always wants to work
together with us. Since He works with us, He allows us to join in His
amazing pleasure of achieving His will.

1. Nehemiah's meticulous plan

When Nehemiah heard that his country, Israel, was in great trouble
and disgrace, he moumed, fasted, and prayed without ceasing. Then he
meticulously planned what he needed to do and diligently put his plan
into action. When King Artaxerxes saw that Nehemiah's face was so sad
and woried, he asked him, "What is it you want?" Then Nehemiah
prayed to the God of heaven, and frankly told the king his request that
he be sent to Judah to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem (v. 5). Moreover, he concretely
informed the king of what he needed in order to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. First,
he asked the king to write letters to the govemor of the trans—Euphrates and to the
forest keeper (7). This was so that he could get to Judah safely and obtain timber to
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. He not only prayed but progressed in his work because
of a meticulous plan such as this.

2. Nehemiah's meticulous behaviour

Upon arriving in Jerusalem, the first thing he did in a hurty was to inspect the walls.
Late at night. He silently went out and came back with a few people. If the plan of
rebuilding the walls became known to Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the
Ammonite, he would have faced severe difficulties before he even got started. He was
concemed about the countermeasuires of the great enemy.

After that, when the time was right, Nehemiah declared the plan to rebuild to the
people. They decided to build the walls together with all their mind and strength. This
was never an easy task, but they looked to Nehemiah who had correct information, a
detailed plan, who was courageous and confident, and who was to oversee
everything. Therefore they trusted him. Above all, they heard Nehemiah's testimony,
which was how God had helped him until now. So a wonderful mission began, in
which their mind had merged into one.

Conclusion

Nehemiah was a man who praved. He praved without ceasing, all the time,
together with his co—workers of prayer. Moreover, he planned meticulously and acted
in detail, masmuch as he prayed. Through his persuasive testimony, he was able to
unite many people's minds. Whoever lives in this world lives with a dream. But there
are few who meticulously plan for their dream to come true. In the midst of prayer, we
must plan and act with integrity for God's vision. A number of people do not act
properly because of their fear of failure. However, as Mr. John Maxwell says,
"Whoever does not plan for anything, because of their fear of failure, plans for failure."

In the midst of your family, work, and church's work, as you move into action with
deep prayer and have a meticulous plan with faith, [ eamestly pray that you will win
for God's glory in the name of Jesus Christ.
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