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From Destruction to Salvation
(Jon. 3:9-10)

One of the most unbelievable things among all the unbelievable
things in the world is the mind of a person. However, God is etemal
without change. Once God decides something in His mind, His will
never changes and it will surely come to pass. However, we see in the
Bible that the content of God's will sometimes seems to change in
certain cases.

Under the umbrella of God's will, there is 'the sovereign will of God,
and then there is 'the allowable will of God'. God's creation, the
accomplishment of His salvation through the cross of Jesus Christ, the
spiritual emotion and work, are all under 'the sovereign will of God,
which never changes. On the other hand, God creates a certain situation
and, according to what we do, He has great ambition that the result will tum out
differently. That is what we call the Allowable Will of God' (ex. Deuteronomy 28).

God determined to despise the Ninevites according to their worst evil. God's will
towards the Ninevites was clear. However, these Ninevites, who had no possibility of
seeing a different outcome, repented in the day of Jonah's message and tumed to the
Lord. Therefore, God changed his will and didn't destroy the Ninevites.

This aspect of the Ninevites is similar to us. How greedy and arrogant we are! How
many fruits of jealousy, avarice, and hatred do we have! Even before we reach these
sins on the list, our biggest sins begin with negligence and laziness of spirit. In order to
change God's will, there must be an arbitrator — an exclusive agent, a gospel preacher
— and there must be clear evidence of confession.

There is an arbitrator for us, who is our Lord Jesus Christ. He not only died for us,
but he was also resurrected, and he ascended into heaven. Even now He intercedes
for us. Today we enjoy peace in the grace of God. Even at this moment, there is grace
in Jesus Christ, who intercedes for us at the right hand of God's throne.

Jonah did not know the Ninevites personally. But he knew that they were one of
Israel's swom enemies. Therefore, if Jonah did not go to Nineveh to preach the
gospel, the result would be that all of the Ninevites would be annihilated.

God looks at the center of our mind. The reason why God did not destroy the
Ninevites is that they prayed a prayer of confession. He spared them, because, by
going a step further, they tumed back from their evil ways and violence.

My beloved Christians!

We are not any different from the Ninevites. We are human beings who can do
nothing but confess that we are the worst of sinners, just like the Apostle Paul.
However, we can come before God, because Jesus Christ intercedes for us forever.

Now we must intercede for others, becoming a preacher of the gospel, and bearing
the fruit of their confession.

In order to tum back the calamity of God's will, you must fully receive the grace,
love, compassion, desire, and blessings that come from God. I sincerely pray that you
will be God's people who become a passage of salvation for many people in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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