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The Baptism of Jesus
(Matt. 3:13-17)

The baptism of Jesus appears in this text. The baptism of Jesus by John
has a very significant meaning from a theological point of view in the
mission of redemption.

1. For Achievement of God' s Righteousness

John the Baptist told Jesus that he should be the one to be baptized. At
that time, Jesus said, “Let it be so nows it is proper for us to do this to fulfill
all righteousness.” God's righteousness that had to be fulfilled by being
baptized by a man is the mission of salvation.

The evangelical theologians sav that at the moment when He was
baptized, Jesus shouldered all of the sins of humanity. In this sense, by
looking at Jesus Christ who was walking to the Jordan River coming to be baptized, John
the Baptist cried out, “Behold! A young lamb of God who is going to shoulder all the sins
of humanity.” The expression of John's shouting, at that moment, was amazing and
appropriate.

2. The Nofification of Starting Public Life

When Jesus was baptized modestly like a sinner, and went up out of the water, heaven
was opened. And He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lightening on him
(v. 1-17).

The baptism in Jesus™ life was an epochal tuming point. After Jesus who had lived as a
carpenter was baptized, He began to live His life as a Rabbi, and a Savior.

3. Heaven is opened

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven
was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lightening on him”
(v. 16).

Opening the heaven means that we experience God's throne and glory. Jesus lived a
tough life on the earth. He was forced in all directions but the Bible says that heaven was
always opened upon Him. By looking at the heaven, He prayed and He lived his
victorious life with the power and wisdom coming from heaven in this hopeless world.

Conclusion

Jesus was only baptized to fulfill God' s righteousness and to accomplish the mission of
salvation.

For righteousness, He was insulted, dealt with contempt, and despised, and He even
died on the cross.

We often meet hardship without any reason. We often are insulted, and contempt dealt
to us. However, if we are willing to fulfill God's righteousness, we are able to fulfill the
duties.

And just as Jesus lived as a savior after He was baptized, we must live our life as those
who were bom again. In other words, we must live as a worker who gives evidence of the
Gospel, and a saved spirit. Just as heaven was opened after Jesus was baptized, if we live
to follow the way of Jesus, we can wonderfully experience an opened heaven. Even if we
are closed all around and are in a hole, surrounded by walls, there is a door opened that
no one can close. By receiving God's grace, love, and righteousness fully, [ eamestly hope
that you will live your blessed life and be able to share it with your neighbors.
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